
 

 

          February 22nd, 2020                                                                                                                        

Registration Check-In | Gallery Set-Up                                     Saturday Morning 
Gallery Set-Up @ 618 S. Michigan Avenue from 8 to 10 AM 
Registration and Check-In @ 754 S. Wabash Ave starting at 9:30 AM  
       
Opening Session @ 754 S. Wabash Ave                    Saturday 10:30 AM 
 

Welcome from SEA and Opening Remarks from The Coleman Foundation President, Michael Hennessy                2nd Floor 
& additional special 20th Anniversary Guests 
 

Keynote: Phil Tyler - Director/Actor/Stunt Coordinator 
Why working relationships matter? Breaking down the power of collaboration and how important it is to communicate and build 
with like-minded creatives. 
 

Transfer to 618 S. Washington | Pick-Up Lunch                   Saturday 11:45 AM 
Volunteers will be on-hand to assist you as you walk from one building to the other. Once you arrive at 618 S. Michigan Avenue, 
proceed to the 2nd floor and grab a lunch before heading to Session 1. Visit exhibitors located on the 2nd floor. 
 
Session 1                       Saturday 12:30 – 1:30 PM 
Gallery & Exhibits Open                                                         2nd Floor 
 

Mini Keynotes Block 1                        2nd Floor | Stage 2 
Throughout the conference, presenters will take the stage for a short (15-18 minute) keynote talk on a topic that they are passionate 
about. 
 

William Kenower, Author 
You Are The Author of Your Life: In this talk I explain how three essential techniques that every successful writer I know uses to write 
the book they most want to write can be used to create the life you most want to lead. Those three techniques are: Write what you 
love to write, get out of other people's heads, remember that no one is better than you and no one is worse than you. 
 

Allie Pleiter, Author 
Artists Make Art, But People Do Business: In a perfect world, our creative talents would sell themselves. The quality of our writing, 
painting, music, or art would drive sales. The truth is we live in a world where salesmanship sells—but that doesn’t have to mean being 
“salesy” or “selling out.” Building relationships with potential customers, bookings, and publishers can feel genuine and purposeful—if 
you take the right approach and get yourself organized. Every artist yearns to make a connection—learn how to use that goal to work 
as well in your business as it does in your art. Allie Pleiter shares her tips from over 20 years in publishing and professional speaking on 
how to create a person-to-person business that sells without feeling salesy. 
 

Closed for Juried Art Competition Judging                                                     2nd Floor | Gallery 
 

Office Hours              5th Floor 
No need for an appointment. Just stop by and chat with the expert on-hand. 
 

Office 1: Social Media Marketing & Branding with Catherine Borzym 
Office 2: Grad School for Creatives with Columbia College Representatives 
Office 3: Portfolio Reviews with Andria Burchett 
Large Table: Talkback with Opening Keynote Phil Tyler 
 

Making Your Way in Dance             5th Floor | Classroom 1 
Do you have questions about how to move your passion for dance toward a professional career? Join me, Margi Cole, Artistic Director 
of The Dance COLEctive, choreographer, teacher, administrator and performer, for conversations discussing any and every question 
you might have around the challenges of making your way within the dance field 
Session Leader: Margi Cole, The Dance COLEctive 

TENTATIVE AS 1/12/20 
This schedule is subject to change 



 

 

Panel: Making a Living in the Digital and Media Arts             5th Floor | Classroom 2 
Join creative professionals from television, film, and various areas of the digital arts as they discuss their careers. They will provide tips 
and strategies for getting started, overcoming challenges, staying up on technology, standing out in the crowd, and more. 
Panelists: Emily Assell, John Klein, Stephan Leeper, and Brian Prairie 
Moderator: TBD 
 
Teaching Artist 101 (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20) *This session also available on Sunday at 10:15 AM         9th Floor | Classroom 1 
You are an artist, living the artist's life. But you also want to make a difference in the world as a teaching artist: dance, theater, visual 
arts, poetry, and music professionals who also sometimes teach. TAs bring the arts to students of all ages in schools, correctional 
facilities, and community centers. The field is growing, providing many artists with sustainable part-time income for socially just work. 
Is Teaching Artistry right for you? In this workshop, participants will explore the vital links between our artistic skills, personal View 
and successful program Design, as we cultivate a joyful, confident, and effective practice in our workshops and classrooms. A playful 
mix of reflective prompts, video from actual workshops, worksheets and guided discussion are used to give you a veteran’s-eye-view 
of what this work is all about. All Teaching Artists and administrators – beginners, veterans, and TAs-to-be – are welcome. 
Session Leader: Daniel Levy, Daniel Levy Music 
 
Protect Your Assets (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)             9th Floor | Classroom 2 
Description Coming Soon! 
Session Leader: Lawyers for the Creative Arts 
 
Dynamic Planning for Creative Ventures (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)           9th Floor | Classroom 3 
As creative professionals, we are often required to fill the roles of both artist and manager, and strategically planning for the future 
can sometimes feel overwhelming, especially for artists who may not have had any formal training in management. Many complex 
forces continually impact the career paths and business ventures of the creative industries, and recognizing what they are and how 
they interact with each other is critical for sustainability in the marketplace.  The Arts Dynamic is an adaptable visual diagram that can 
be used as a strategic tool for career and business planning. Comprehensive in scope, and simple in design, the Arts Dynamic Illustrates 
the relationships among the outer, inner and principal player forces that shape our work as artists. In this interactive session you will 
be introduced to the foundational elements of this flexible tool, see examples of how it can be useful for assessing and planning, and 
will be guided through the process of building your own custom dynamic that fits your unique circumstances.  Applying the Arts 
Dynamic is a great first step toward understanding, organizing and building a stronger business model for your creative venture. 
Session Leaders: Beth Ryan and Jason Stephens, Columbia College Chicago 
 
Roundtable Discussions                 9th Floor | Classroom 4 
Roundtables are small group discussions led by a professional in the field. Pick a table based on your interest and join the conversation. 
 

The Agent / Actor Relationship with Dawn Gray, President of Gray Talent Agency and Carin Silkaitis, Actor and Columbia College Theatre Department Chair 
Agent Dawn Gray and actor Carin Silkaitis will discuss their working relationship and answer your questions 
 

One Off Events with Kristina Daignault, Co-founder of Inside the Artist’s Kitchen 
How can you utilize one off events to leverage your creative business and following? Come chat with Kristina as she shares about the 
different events she has coordinated and her tips and strategies for you to try. 
 

Basic Graphic Design Tips for the Non-Graphic Designer with Catherine Ross, Co-owner of Ross Creative Works 
Basic graphic design skills can come in handy from creating your own social media posts to printed materials. Professional graphic 
designer, Catherine Ross, will share basic tips to help elevate your graphic design skills. Bring your questions and even samples of 
your work to get useful feedback.  
 
Sales Calls Workshop (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)            9th Floor | Classroom 5 
Making a sales call can seem daunting. How do you start the conversation or even tougher yet, how do you end the call and make an 
ask? During this workshop we’ll discuss different strategies and have a chance to work on making sales calls. As a follow up, Brandy 
will be available at 1:45 PM on Saturday and 10:15 AM on Sunday to practice sales calls with you on a one on one basis. 
Session Leader: Brandy Sales, Video Marketing Expert 
 
Panel: Making a Living in Music                                9th Floor | Classroom 6 
What do you really need to do to get your music career off the ground? Well discuss strategies for getting connected in the industry, 
finding gigs, building your reputation, and overcoming challenges. Bring your questions! 



 

 

Panelists: Tim Channell, Rodney Page, and Brian Witkowski 
Moderator: TBD 
 
Getting to WOW!!! How to Plan a Portfolio with Maximum Impact                         9th Floor | Classroom 7 
Geared toward graphic designers, fine artists, and photographers, this session provides best practices for planning an effective and 
stunning visual arts portfolio. Your portfolio represents you, and is the first impression many potential clients see. You want to be 
certain that your portfolio stands out from the crowd. We will cover strategies for both traditional and web-based portfolios such as 
how to select the right examples, personal branding, and choosing the right format for showcasing your work. Remember, your 
portfolio itself is an example of how you approach visual solutions, so make it the best possible representation of your visual problem-
solving skills and creativity. 
Session Leader: Denise Laurin-Donatelle – Living Creatively, Founder 
 
Media Room                               8th Floor | Room 801B 
 

Session 2                 Saturday 1:45 – 2:45 PM 
Gallery & Exhibits Open                                                         2nd Floor 
 

Mini Keynotes Block 2                        2nd Floor | Stage 2 
Throughout the conference, presenters will take the stage for a short (15-18 minute) keynote talk on a topic that they are passionate 
about. 
 

Jeffrey Nytch, Director – Entrepreneurship Center for Music at University of Colorado Boulder 
The Entrepreneurial Artist: In this engaging and energetic talk, Prof. Nytch demystifies “The E-word” — entrepreneurship — and 
explains how entrepreneurial thinking can not only help you make a living, but can even inform and invigorate your creative life as 
well.  
 

Emily Weber, Founder – Your Performing Arts Center (YPAC) 
Sustaining the Swing - Finding your true center in the perpetual pendulum of work and life: “Emily Weber's analogy of the "Perpetual 
Pendulum" is a real life example of what has been going on in my life for quite some time, but was never able to identify it. I am 
appreciative of Emily for being able to put this into a perspective so that I am able to "sustain the swing" by recognizing and handling 
situations accordingly as they come up. This a fantastic image for visual learners like myself to be able to stay grounded in my true 
center.” - Amanda Arnold  
 
1 on 1 Mentoring                                                        2nd Floor | Gallery 
Sales Calls Practice w/ Brandy Sales 
 
Office Hours              5th Floor 
No need for an appointment. Just stop by and chat with the expert on-hand. 
 

Office 1: Social Media Marketing & Branding with Lauren Ramsey 
Office 2: Grad School for Creatives with Columbia College Representatives 
Office 3: Portfolios with Denise Laurin-Donatelle 
Large Table: Headshot Reviews with Carin Silkaitis and Dawn Gray 
Large Table: Portfolio & Resume Reviews with Jeffrey and Catherine Ross 
 

Freelance Dos and Don’ts: Working as a Freelance Cinematographer and Filmmaker Best Practices       5th Floor | Classroom 1 
Learn about the dos and don’ts of being a freelancer, working as a filmmaker and cinematographer with clients and directors, 
invoicing for work, demo reels, and taking care of yourself as both an artist and as a business owner. 
Session Leader: John Klein, Cinematographer – Producer - Director 
 

Panel: Getting Started as a Creative Professional                                           5th Floor | Classroom 2 
Before jumping in with both feet, it is important to make sure you have a basic understanding of what you are getting into.  This 
session will touch on what you need to do to get your creative business off the ground. We’ll discuss different types of entities, legal 



 

 

responsibilities, acquiring your first paying customers, what to do with the cash (and bills) coming in, and how to successfully keep 
things moving forward. 
Panelists: Kristina Daignault, Toni Greathouse, David Johnson, and Jaclyn Silverman, Daniel Sroka 
Moderator / Panelist: Steve Rogers 
 

The Pricing Formula (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)             9th Floor | Classroom 1 
Yes, there is a way to figure out exactly what you should be charging for your creative work and it is not looking around, seeing what 
everyone else is charging, and then charging a bit less. In this workshop you will learn exactly what goes into determining what you 
should charge for your work and even receive a formula to help you figure it out. We will go through this step by step. 
Session Leader: Sheryl Kosovski -  Artful Work, Founder 
 
Business Model Canvas for Creatives (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)           9th Floor | Classroom 2 
Enough talk! Time for action! Bring your idea, your vision, your project, your career goals and we will use the Business Model Canvas 
to take immediate action to get things underway. For this dynamic, hands-on action workshop you’ll need either your phone, tablet 
or laptop to function as the communications device and walk out having taken the first concrete steps to building your dream! 
Session Leader: Sean Flanigan, Colorado Mesa University 
 
Emotional Intelligence Workshop (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)                           9th Floor | Classroom 3 
Strengths and EI Self-awareness is often the key to overcoming challenges faced by creatives. In this two-part workshop, leadership 
consultants and college professors Beth Ryan and Cara Dehnert conduct a certified Gallup StrengthsFinders coaching session, then 
lead participants through various Emotional Intelligence (EI) assessments. These tools combined will help participants to discover their 
core talents and strengths and to learn to communicate their offerings with clarity and confidence 
Session Leaders: Beth Ryan and Cara Dehnert, Columbia College Chicago 
 
Roundtable Discussions                 9th Floor | Classroom 4 
Roundtables are small group discussions led by a professional in the field. Pick a table based on your interest and join the conversation. 
 

Record Labels with Alexander Fruchter, Closed Sessions Co-Founder & President 
Description Coming 
 

Making Money through Social Media with Kimberly Witte, Witte Artistry 
This roundtable discussion will focus on: how to maximize your social media to be the most effective in your niche while keeping 
consistent branding, organizing your posts and posting schedule, general social media optimization, how the content converts to paid 
gigs/ sponsorships. 
 

Art & The Bottom Line with Melissa Steach -  business creative, psychologist, and researcher 
As of March 2018, the arts contributed $763.6 billion to the U.S. economy; more than agriculture, transportation, or 
warehousing.  Furthermore, the arts employ 4.9 million workers across the country with earnings of more than $370 billion. Lastly, 
the arts exported $20 billion more than imported, providing a positive trade balance. Given these numbers, why do so many of us 
attend art school shouldering our loved-ones (and perhaps even our own) low expectations about our value in the marketplace? 
Artistic talent is no longer relegated to the pursuit of traditional mediums; our discipline, training, creativity, and tenacity make us 
sought after gap analysts, problem solvers, innovators, and activators in a variety of fields. This session will offer insights on why artistic 
talent matters in any field as well as suggestions on how to market those talents to benefit the organizations you work for, the 
organizations you create, and most importantly yourself. 
 
Roundtable Discussions                 9th Floor | Classroom 5 
Roundtables are small group discussions led by a professional in the field. Pick a table based on your interest and join the conversation. 
 

Breaking into Freelance Writing with Leanna Johnson Lee - freelance content marketing writer, journalist, podcaster, and mental health advocate 
Want to break into freelance writing but aren't sure how to go about it? Leanna will lead the roundtable in discussions about types 
of freelance writing opportunities, getting set up in business, building a portfolio, and getting your first clients. If there's time, we 
can also workshop individual ideal niches for each participant and some of the best outlets for their work and interests. 
 

TBD with Mike Veny 
Description Coming! 
 

Music Development with Clarence Welton, CEO Managing Director, INOJ Strategic Acquisitions LLC 
Learn what to do next to jump start your music career 



 

 

Panel: Theatre TBA                                                 9th Floor | Classroom 6 
More information coming soon! 
Panelists: TBA 
Moderator: TBD 
 
Online Practices of the Successful Craft Entrepreneur                                                         9th Floor | Classroom 7 
Meet the Modern Makers: three thriving, creative entrepreneurs living in unlikely places creating beautiful, handmade products. 
Session leader, Julia Griffey will screen her short documentary about these interesting artists and how they grew their very successful 
businesses. A discussion will follow the film.  
Session Leader: Julia Griffey, Webster University 
 
Media Room                               8th Floor | Room 801B 
 

Session 3              Saturday 3:00 – 4:00 PM 
Gallery & Exhibits Open                                                         2nd Floor 
 
Mini Keynotes Block 3                        2nd Floor | Stage 2 
Throughout the conference, presenters will take the stage for a short (15-18 minute) keynote talk on a topic that they are passionate 
about. 
 

Amen Jafri – Documentary Filmmaker and Personal Branding Consultant for Artists & Creatives 
No Fallback: A Career as a Creative -  Whether you come from an immigrant family and/or a lower income background, it can be hard 
to imagine a career in the arts.  Working in the arts requires taking financial and emotional risks and having a support system to help 
sustain you through the highs and lows that come with the territory.  In this talk, I will share my own personal journey as a child of 
immigrants to becoming a documentary filmmaker and working in the film/television industry.  I will discuss why I was a late bloomer 
and the risks I had to take to launch my career, as well as share tips for you in your journey into the arts. 
 

Denise Laurin-Donatelle Founder – Living Creatively, Founder 
The Pursuit of Happiness: Keeping Your Soul Alive in the Demanding Creative Professions – Through stories and analogies, Denise we’ll 
share with you how to; keep your passion high, overcome negative messages internal and external in the form of criticism, balance 
family, work, and self, and find a purpose and live a life with meaning.  
 

John McDavitt – McDavitt Design 
No Plan ‘B’: We all have some kind of dream for what we want to do in our professional lives. Too often we trade those dreams for 
the promise of a low-risk backup plan or ‘Plan B.’ John shares how to spot and avoid this trap.  
 
1 on 1 Mentoring                                                        2nd Floor | Gallery 
Mentors will be on-hand to answer your questions. If you would like to reserve a 15-minute slot, please stop by the registration table. Spots are on a first come first 
serve basis and sign up begins at the start of the conference. 
Allie Pleiter Author, Productivity Expert 
David Johnson  Photographer 
Melissa Steach Award-winning artist, best-selling author, certified ergonomist, and Doctoral candidate in I-O Psychology 

Daniel Levy Composer,  working musician, leader in urban teaching artistry and arts program design 

 
Office Hours              5th Floor 
No need for an appointment. Just stop by and chat with the expert on-hand. 
 

Office 1: Social Media Marketing & Branding with Camille Jamerson 
Office 2: Grad School for Creatives with Columbia College Representatives 
Office 3: Financial Tips for Artists with Sheryl Kosovski 
Large Table: Resume Reviews with Yuri Cataldo 
Large Table: Portfolio Reviews with Brian Prairie 
 
 



 

 

Panel: Marketing Strategies for Creatives              5th Floor | Classroom 1 
As a creative you need to get your work out there. What marketing strategies can you use to help gain more exposure? Panelists will 
share their tips and strategies from traditional avenues to social media.  
Panelists: Emily Assell, Catherine Borzym, Andria Burchett, Leanna Johnson Lee, and Lauren Ramsey 
Moderator: TBD 
 

Large Group Chat: Starting A Performing Arts Studio or Group                                                                      5th Floor | Classroom 2 
This powerhouse panel of female creative entrepreneurs will provide a wealth of information on how to start your performing arts 
studio or group and keep it going. Bring your questions for this open discussion format.  
Discussion Leaders: Margi Cole, Annie Hackett, Leah Jozwiak, and Emily Weber 
Moderator: TBA 
 

The Braid – situating oneself within arts ecologies (Faculty / Admin. Workshop | Capacity 20)                        9th Floor | Classroom 1 
THE BRAID workshop uses a template that evokes the realm of artistic practice through a visualization representing core areas of 
creative involvement. Mobilized by the invitation to address subjects such as studio work, grant writing, and curricular needs, for 
example, workshop participants draw out their own, reflexive knowledge offering it up for comparison with each other. Faculty will 
be exposed to curricular concepts, while gaining facilitation skills for classroom use.  
Situating oneself in the art 
Session Leader: Adelheid Mers - Associate Professor with the Department of Arts Administration and Policy at the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago 
 
The Four Actions (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)                    9th Floor | Classroom 2 
The Four Actions--the Building Blocks for Every Performance from Audition to Opening Night Experiential workshop introducing a 
way to conceive and take action in any circumstance--from script or improv or devised work.  
Session Leader: Paul Kassel, Dean - College of Visual and Performing Arts at Northern Illinois University 
 
Data Analytics for Creatives (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)                                 9th Floor | Classroom 3 
Data Analytics for Creatives: Buried beneath the confusing quagmire of Big Data are vital digital data points that can help artists not 
just survive, but thrive in the marketplace…if they know how to use them. In this workshop, digital marketing experts Clayton Smith 
and Ryan Smith will lead attendees through a hands-on exploration of major and accessible data points that artists can access, analyze, 
and act on to grow a fan base, examine trends, maximize revenue, and enjoy a successful career! 
Session Leaders: Clayton Smith and Ryan Smith – Columbia College Chicago 
 
Roundtable Discussions                 9th Floor | Classroom 4 
Roundtables are small group discussions led by a professional in the field. Pick a table based on your interest and join the conversation. 
 

Art Therapy with Kelly Darke -  Artist, Art Therapist, and Art Teacher 
Join Kelly in a discussion about the possibilities of Art Therapy as a creative career from agency work to private practice 
 

How to Get Your Creative Work into Retailers with Toni Greathouse – Author and Caricature Artist 
Learn tips and strategies for getting your creative work into major retailers 
 

Branding Your Art Business with Daniel Sroka – Fine Art Photographer & Original Creative Director for Yahoo! 
How to define your identity, and tell your story 
 

Photography Pricing with Jeffrey Ross – Commercial Photographer 
Join Jeffrey for a discussion on how to answer the question, “So, how much does it cost to shoot X?” 
 
Roundtable Discussions                 9th Floor | Classroom 5 
Roundtables are small group discussions led by a professional in the field. Pick a table based on your interest and join the conversation. 
 

Small Town Theatre Roundtables with TBA 
Description Coming! 
 
Panel: Getting Exposure for Your Music                                               9th Floor | Classroom 6 
Getting exposure for your music may seem overwhelming. In this panel discussion we’ll take a look at some of the key strategies you 
can use to build and grow your audience. You’ll walk away with actions you can start implementing now. 



 

 

Panelists: Alexander Fruchter, Rodney Page, Clarence Welton, and Brian Witkowski 
Moderator: TBD 
 
Pitch Workshop for Creatives                                                            9th Floor | Classroom 7 
Interest in pitch competitions or gearing up for tomorrow? Don’t miss this session. We’ll discuss what a pitch is and how to craft one, 
how to successfully give a pitch, tips and tricks for perfecting your pitch and sharing your ideas, and how to maximize your ask and 
spark interest. 
Session Leader: Katie Sowa, Future Founders 
 
Media Room                               8th Floor | Room 801B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 4               Saturday 4:15 – 5:15 PM 
Gallery & Exhibits Open                                                         2nd Floor 
 

Poetry Workshop w/ Poet Gold Wilkerson & Mike Veny                    2nd Floor | Stage 2 
The DREAM Out Loud poetry workshop (Quatrain) engages participants to write about their dreams/goals in a poetic style to foster 
empowerment. The emphasis is to aid attendees in developing a personal identity reflecting on their dreams/goals and expressing 
them through the spoken word. Objective: • To identify a personal dream/goal • To identify skills needed to achieve their dream/goal 
• To gain the ability to express themselves with words • To learn presentation skills • To Have FUN! A special bonus is drummer Mike 
Veny will help lead this session with Poet Gold. 
Session Leaders: Poet Gold Wilkerson & Mike Veny 
 
Juror’s Gallery Talk, Q&A and Awards Presentation                                                    2nd Floor | Gallery 
Please join juror, Chicago-based artist E. Lee, in a tour of the exhibition featuring selected works from the 2020 SEA Juried Exhibition 
competition. In this gallery talk, Lee will discuss the selection process, common mistakes artists make in their submission materials 
and general tips for entering open calls for art. Additionally, he will outline his personal selection criteria. The session will also include 
Q&A with Lee and presentation of the award-winning artworks. 
Session Leader: E. Lee 
Gallery Sponsors: Millikin University, Columbia College 

 
Office Hours              5th Floor 
No need for an appointment. Just stop by and chat with the expert on-hand. 
 

Office 1: Social Media Marketing & Branding with Camille Jamerson 
Office 2: Grad School for Creatives with Columbia College Representatives 
Office 3: Data Analytics for Creatives with Ryan & Clayton Smith 
Large Table: Resume Reviews with Tim Channell 
 

Panel: Dos and Don’ts of Auditioning              5th Floor | Classroom 1 
This session will start with a panel discussion about the audition process – where to find auditions, how to prepare, what to expect 
and handling rejection. Time permitting, attendees may have the opportunity to participate in a mock audition. 
Panelists: Dawn Gray, Paul Kassel, Carin Silkaitis, and Phil Tyler 
Moderator: TBD 
 

Nonprofit Social Impact: The Artist as Social Entrepreneur                                                                                       5th Floor | Classroom 2 
The arts are being integrated with social innovation strategies to create tremendous social impact. Nonprofit work is also a highly 
rewarding and viable career option. This session will cover the nuts and bolts of nonprofit creation and management in order for you 
to balance your creative vision, the desired social outcomes and the financial bottom line. 
Session Leader: Sean Flanigan, Associate Professor of Music at Colorado Mesa University 
 



 

 

Creating an Unforgettable Brand (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)                                   9th Floor | Classroom 1 
Description Coming! 
Session Leader: Catherine Borzym, Kiwi Avenue – CEO & Creative Director 
 

Kickstart Your Film (Large Group Roundtable | Capacity 20)                   9th Floor | Classroom 2 
A roundtable discussion with director-producer John Klein about tackling crowdfunding in one form or another for projects, for your 
business, or your products and inventions.  We’ll hear about the pros and cons of venturing into Kickstarter or IndieGoGo or other 
crowdfunding platforms, what to expect and what to prepare, and whether or not your project is right for crowdfunding. 
Presenter: John Klein, Freelance Cinematographer 
 

Creating a Successful Children’s Book (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)           9th Floor | Classroom 3 
Are you one of the many who have always had a great idea for a children’s book, but you have believed that the market is flooded?  
Wondering why or if you should write for a younger audience? Let Emily give you the tips to creating a book that will do more than 
just fulfill your itch to write.  Many children’s books get written, but only a few stand the test of time.  She will share her story and 
share the keys that enabled her to find success in this harsh market. 
Session Leader: Emily Assell, Author 
 

Roundtable Discussions                 9th Floor | Classroom 4 
Roundtables are small group discussions led by a professional in the field. Pick a table based on your interest and join the conversation. 
 

Art & Technology and the Future with Yuri Cataldo -  Art Tech Media Group 
We’ll discuss what's currently happening in tech and how artists can get involved. 
 

Personal Branding with Amen Jafri - Documentary Filmmaker and Personal Branding Consultant for Artists & Creatives 
Figuring out your unique story needs to be at the forefront of your self-promotion as an artist and creative and will ultimately help 
propel your creative career.  We will discuss how to develop a personal brand and look at how this strategy is present all around us, 
from best-selling authors to your favorite Hollywood celebrities. 
 

Blogs and The Art of the Personal Essay with William Kenower – Author 
The Art of the Personal Essay. The personal essay lends itself to blogs, essays for magazines, or opinions for newspapers. In this 
discussion we’ll look at the structural foundation of the personal essay, as well as learn some simple tools to help authors use their 
life experiences as limitless source material. Most importantly, we’ll dig into how best to offer readers lessons without being dogmatic 
or obvious, so that our essays can be both entertaining and inspiring 
 

Create a Facebook Group to Grow Your Influence Quickly with Steve Rogers – Videographer, Writer, and Social Media Content Creator 
Steve will share his tips and strategies for developing your own Facebook Group to grow your following. 
 

1 on 1 Mentoring                        9th Floor | Classroom 5 
Mentors will be on-hand to answer your questions. If you would like to reserve a 15-minute slot, please stop by the registration table. Spots are on a first come first 
serve basis and sign up begins at the start of the conference. 
 

Margi Cole Founder and Artistic Director of The Dance COLEctive 

Leanna Lee  Freelance Content Marketing Writer, Journalist, Podcaster, and Mental Health Advocate 

Jeffrey Nytch Composer, Educator, Arts Administrator, and Consultant 

Daniel Sroka Fine Art Photographer and Original Creative Director for Yahoo! 

John McDavitt Illustration, product design, graphic design, murals, large-scale art 

Andria Burchett colored pencil and graphite drawings, art exhibitions, art publications, owner of Beech Tree Studio 
 

Legal Issues for Musicians                                                               9th Floor | Classroom 6 
Description Coming! 
Session Leader: TBA 
 

Pitch Workshop for Creatives                                                            9th Floor | Classroom 7 
Interest in pitch competitions or gearing up for tomorrow? Don’t miss this session. We’ll discuss what a pitch is and how to craft one, 
how to successfully give a pitch, tips and tricks for perfecting your pitch and sharing your ideas, and how to maximize your ask and 
spark interest. 
Session Leader: Katie Sowa, Future Founders 



 

 

Media Room                 8th Floor | Room 801B 
 
 

 

February 24th, 2019  

Registration, Gallery & Exhibits Open           Sunday 8:30 AM 
Continental Breakfast Opens           2nd Floor 
    

Session 5                             Sunday 9:00 – 10:00 AM 
Gallery & Exhibits Open                                                         2nd Floor 
 

Pitch Competition for Creatives                         2nd Floor | Stage 2 
Come watch previously selected finalists pitch for funding to help support their creative endeavor. A panel of judges will select the 
winners which will be announced at the closing session. 
 
1 on 1 Mentoring                                                        2nd Floor | Gallery 
Mentors will be on-hand to answer your questions. If you would like to reserve a 15-minute slot, please stop by the registration table. Spots are on a first come first 
serve basis and sign up begins at the start of the conference. 
 

Emily Weber Dance, Performing Arts Center 
John McDavitt  Illustrator, Muralist 
Mike Veny Mental Health Speaker & Drum Circle Facilitator 

 
Office Hours              5th Floor 
No need for an appointment. Just stop by and chat with the expert on-hand. 
 

Office 1: Open 
Office 2: Grad School for Creatives with Columbia College Representatives 
Office 3: Open 
Large Table: Portfolio Reviews with Denise Laurin-Donatelle 
 

Panel: Getting Exposure for Your Visual Art              5th Floor | Classroom 1 
Exposure. It’s what every emerging artist seems to be seeking. Join Brian, Jeffrey, and Daniel as they share tips and strategies they 
have used in their visual art careers to help gain that elusive exposure you’re seeking. Bring your questions!  
Panelists: Brian Prairie, Jeffrey Ross, and Daniel Sroka  
Moderator: TBD 
 

Creativity and the Imposter Syndrome: Pushing through fraudulent feelings to embrace your genius       5th Floor | Classroom 2 
Do you have that underlying feeling that you aren't good enough?  Or that you are not as smart, talented or creative as people think 
you are?  Truth is, everybody is winging everything-work, school, parenting, relationships, eyeliner...EVERYTHING! But, the Imposter 
Syndrome is that nagging feeling that despite your achievements, you are a fraud & everyone will find out. You are not a fraud! 
Your talent, successes & achievements are real.  It’s time to learn how to own it! 
Session Leader: Camille Jamerson, CDJ & Associates – CEO & Senior Consultant 
 

Bootstrapping Videography (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)                                   9th Floor | Classroom 1 
Description Coming Soon! 
Session Leader: Michael Rataj, Bulb Brain Creative – Head Brain 
 
 
 



 

 

Building a WordPress Site (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)                    9th Floor | Classroom 2 
Every creative entrepreneur needs a web site. While there are many ways to go about building one, a WordPress-based site offers 
many advantages for a creative business owner. It’s also free to use and completely open source. Join me to learn how to set up and 
customize a WordPress site.  
Session Leader: Julia Griffey, Webster University 
 
Step by Step Book Launch (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)                            9th Floor | Classroom 3 
Description Coming! 
Session Leader: Yuri Cataldo, Art Tech Media Group 
 
Roundtable Discussions                 9th Floor | Classroom 4 
Roundtables are small group discussions led by a professional in the field. Pick a table based on your interest and join the conversation. 
 

Changing Your Message for the Market with Annie Hackett – Kenosha Academy of Performing Arts, Director 
Description Coming! 
 

Using Film Festivals to Advance your Career: for Animators and Live-Action Filmmakers with Stephan Leeper: Storyteller, Animator, Educator  
Film festivals are great ways to get exposure for your work; meet fellow filmmakers, producers and others working in the film 
industry; and pick up an award . . . And maybe even a distribution deal! The growing world of on-line festivals make things even 
more exciting. . . and confusing.  Steve will help answer your questions and provide tips and strategies for making and submitting in 
your work. 
 

Money Mindset with Brian Witkowski 
Learn how to confidently stand in the truth of your value and position yourself to deservedly earn more for your work.  
 
Create a Facebook Group to Grow Your Influence Quickly with Steve Rogers – Videographer, Writer, and Social Media Content Creator 
Steve will share his tips and strategies for developing your own Facebook Group to grow your following. 
 
Creating an Unforgettable Brand (Faculty / Admin. Workshop | Capacity 20)                                  9th Floor | Classroom 5 
Description Coming! 
Presenter: Catherine Borzym, Kiwi Avenue – CEO & Creative Director 
 
Panel: How to Promote & Sell Your Music                                                            9th Floor | Classroom 6 
We’ll discuss what it takes to get your music recorded, manufactured, distributed, and played on the radio. Panelists will also share 
tips for getting your music reviewed by the press, booked into clubs, and promoted online.  
Panelists: Rodney Page, Clarence Welton, TBD 
Moderator: TBD 
 
Panel: Tips for Actors Entering the Marketplace                                                         9th Floor | Classroom 7 
Join NIU Theatre Faculty as they share tips for actors getting ready to launch their careers. Panelists will discuss: getting started as an 
actor in Chicago; how to keep a healthy actor body; artist entrepreneurship online; and performing Summer Shakespeare. We’ll make 
sure to leave time for questions! 
Session Leaders: Stanton Davis, Kendra Holton, Kay Martinovich, and Patricia Skarbinski – Northern Illinois University  
 
Media Room                 8th Floor | Room 801B 
 

Session 6            Sunday 10:15 – 11:15 AM 
Gallery & Exhibits Open                                                         2nd Floor 
 

Pitch Competition for Creatives                         2nd Floor | Stage 2 
Come watch previously selected finalists pitch for funding to help support their creative endeavor. A panel of judges will select the 
winners which will be announced at the closing session. 
 



 

 

1 on 1 Mentoring                                                        2nd Floor | Gallery 
Mentors will be on-hand to answer your questions. If you would like to reserve a 15-minute slot, please stop by the registration table. Spots are on a first come first 
serve basis and sign up begins at the start of the conference. 
 

William Kenower Author 
Bettina Gold Wilkerson  Spoken Word Poetry 
Stanton Davis Actor (stage, film, voice-over, and tv commercials), fight choreographer, stagehand, director, stunt man, voice coach, dialect coach 

Kendra Holton Head of Movement for the Stage, director, and intimacy coach – Northern Illinois University 

Kay Martinovich Director 

Patricia Skarbinski Actor, Director, and Teacher 

 
Office Hours              5th Floor 
No need for an appointment. Just stop by and chat with the expert on-hand. 
 

Office 1: Social Media Marketing & Branding with Lauren Ramsey 
Office 2: Grad School for Creatives with Columbia College Representatives 
Office 3: Sales Calls Practice w/ Brandy Sales 
Large Table: Portfolio Reviews for content/copywriters and journalists with Leanna Lee 
Large Table: Portfolio Reviews – Jaclyn Silverman 
 

Panel: Getting Started as a Photographer in Today’s Market            5th Floor | Classroom 1 
Join professional photographers as they discuss key tips and strategies to get started in today’s market. We’ll tackle questions like: 
How “good” does your equipment need to be? Everyone has a camera attached to their phone, so why would someone pay you? How 
can you stand out? We’ll also discuss topics like: building and growing your professional portfolio, various funnels of income, protecting 
your work, freelance, and pricing.  
Panelists: David Johnson, Jeffrey Ross, TBD 
Moderator: David Marts, Columbia College Chicago 
 

Panel: Marketing Strategies for Creatives              5th Floor | Classroom 2 
As a creative you need to get your work out there. What marketing strategies can you use to help gain more exposure? Panelists will 
share their tips and strategies from traditional avenues to social media.  
Panelists: Yuri Cataldo, Michael Rataj, Catherine Ross, and Daniel Sroka 
Moderator: TBD 
 
Teaching Artist 101 (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20) *This session also offered on Saturday at 12:30 PM         9th Floor | Classroom 1 
You are an artist, living the artist's life. But you also want to make a difference in the world as a teaching artist: dance, theater, visual 
arts, poetry, and music professionals who also sometimes teach. TAs bring the arts to students of all ages in schools, correctional 
facilities, and community centers. The field is growing, providing many artists with sustainable part-time income for socially just work. 
Is Teaching Artistry right for you? In this workshop, participants will explore the vital links between our artistic skills, personal View 
and successful program Design, as we cultivate a joyful, confident, and effective practice in our workshops and classrooms. A playful 
mix of reflective prompts, video from actual workshops, worksheets and guided discussion are used to give you a veteran’s-eye-view 
of what this work is all about. All Teaching Artists and administrators – beginners, veterans, and TAs-to-be – are welcome.  
Session Leader: Daniel Levy, Daniel Levy Music 
 
Art Therapy Coping Tools (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)                    9th Floor | Classroom 2 
Research confirms that creating art benefits our overall well-being from reducing stress to improving memory. Join Kelly in this art 
therapy workshop as we create art to reduce anxiety and learn ways we can incorporate art therapy into our daily lives. You will 
leave this workshop with at least three art therapy tools you can use on your own as part of a self-care routine.  
Session Leader: Kelly Darke – Artist, Art Therapist, and Art Teacher 
 
Crowdfunding for Music Careers (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)            9th Floor | Classroom 3 
Over the last decade, crowdfunding has gone from “the next cool thing” to a mainstream way for creatives to fund projects and 
support their work. And while we all like to hope our campaign will go viral and the money will pour in, a majority of crowdfunding 



 

 

campaigns fail to meet their goal. In this workshop we’ll explore ways to help insure crowdfunding success and build a loyal audience 
for your work at the same time.  
Session Leader: Jeffrey Nytch - Director, Entrepreneurship Center for Music at University of Colorado-Boulder 
 
Roundtable Discussions                 9th Floor | Classroom 4 
Roundtables are small group discussions led by a professional in the field. Pick a table based on your interest and join the conversation. 
 

Fundraising with Timothy Channell – Chairman, Department of Music at Radford University  
Fundraising is a primary function for today’s artists.  Topics will include fundraising ethics, sponsorships, grants, crowd funding and 
how to seek additional financial support for our work. 
 

Woman in a Boy’s Club with Darlene Jackson – DJ, Producer, Remixer, and Music Publisher  
Although polls say festival attendance is roughly equal between male and female attendants, music festival programming is still 
deficient when it comes to booking women artists. For women-identifying creatives in various industries, being seen and recognized 
often comes only under pressure or as a result of sisters doing it for themselves. We'll examine the movement towards all-fem 
festival lineups with a case study of Lilith Fair, Girls Just Wanna Weekend, She Roo and Yola Fest and discuss ways to be seen, heard 
and combat gender inequality in creative performance spaces. 
 

Special Effects Make-Up with Kimberly Witte – Witte Artistry 
Join Kimberly as she shares samples of her work and discusses the categories of sfx makeup, what she does as a career, and answers 
your questions. Time permitting, she may even give a brief demo! 
 
Create Your Workflow; Developing a Daily Routine for Productivity (Faculty / Admin. Workshop | Capacity 20)       9th Floor | Classroom 5 
Having a daily workflow helps you get things done efficiently and shatters the myth that creative people are inherently disorganized. 
Get a handle on your workload and spend more time in the studio by building systems that will reduce stress and help you do your 
best creative work. Topics covered in this workshop include developing a checklist, time blocking, managing distractions, finding your 
tribe, and protecting your creative self. 
Session Leader: Robin Liefeld – Artist, Author, Speaker 
 
The Pricing Formula (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)                                   9th Floor | Classroom 6 
Yes, there is a way to figure out exactly what you should be charging for your creative work and it is not looking around, seeing what 
everyone else is charging, and then charging a bit less. In this workshop you will learn exactly what goes into determining what you 
should charge for your work and even receive a formula to help you figure it out. We will go through this step by step. 
Session Leader: Sheryl Kosovski – Artful Work 
 
Freelance Dos and Don’ts for Performers                                           9th Floor | Classroom 7 
Join voiceover actor Joe Bianco as he discusses how to price, formulate responses, respect your product and be direct, firm but 
approachable with clients. All these skills have helped him develop a great client base and healthy career. Folks should walk away 
knowing how to negotiate with confidence and have career longevity. 
Session Leader: Joe Bianco – Voiceover Actor  
 
Media Room                 8th Floor | Room 801B 
 

Session 7: Working Lunch                 Sunday  11:45 AM – 12:45 PM 
Please grab a lunch from the 2nd Floor registration area and then proceed to the session of your choice 
 

Gallery & Exhibits Open                                                         2nd Floor 
 

Mini Keynotes Block 4                        2nd Floor | Stage 2 
Throughout the conference, presenters will take the stage for a short (15-18 minute) keynote talk on a topic that they are passionate 
about. 
 

Annie Hackett – Kenosha Academy of Performing Arts, Founder 
Does your Mission Match Your Market?: "I've grown because I've grown." Annie will share how her artistic business has doubled in the 
last 6 years because she has grown personally and expanded her mission to make a difference to a greater audience. She has made it 
her mission to match her market but retain the values that she has always felt were important. 



 

 

 

Alison Henderson, Founder – Moving Image Consulting 
Persist Confidently: No one better understands rejection than an actor! In her interactive and entertaining keynote, Alison will share 
how she used her study of advanced body language to persist confidently in the theater when most of her colleagues were choosing to 
leave the business. She will give body language tips to better stand your ground as an artist when you are being undervalued, and ways 
to uncover hidden talents or alternative avenues to keep being a creative while building profitability.  
 
1 on 1 Mentoring                                                        2nd Floor | Gallery 
Mentors will be on-hand to answer your questions. If you would like to reserve a 15-minute slot, please stop by the registration table. Spots are on a first come first 
serve basis and sign up begins at the start of the conference. 
 

Joe Bianco Voiceover Actor 
Robin Liefeld  Artist, Author, Speaker 
Jeffrey Nytch Music Business 

Clarence Welton Music Development & Management 
 

Office Hours              5th Floor 
No need for an appointment. Just stop by and chat with the expert on-hand. 
 

Office 1: Social Media Marketing & Branding with Catherine Borzym 
Office 2: Grad School for Creatives with Columbia College Representatives 
Office 3: Open 
Large Table: Resume Reviews with Timothy Channell 
Large Table: Resume & Portfolio Reviews with Catherine Ross 
 

Panel: Inside the Lives of Emerging Creatives             5th Floor | Classroom 1 
Recent graduates will share their stories of starting their careers as creative professionals.  
Panelists: TBA  
Moderator: David Marts, Columbia College Chicago 
 

Panel: Pricing Your Creative Work               5th Floor | Classroom 2 
There are many views and strategies for pricing your work. We’ll tackle this often challenging topic through a panel format. Panelists 
will share key aspects to consider as well as the different strategies that they utilize. 
Panelists: Camille Jamerson, Sheryl Kosovski, John McDavitt, Brandy Sales, and Daniel Sroka 
Moderator: TBD 
 

Social Media Tools for Creatives (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)            9th Floor | Classroom 1 
Description Coming Soon! 
Session Leader: Lauren Ramsey – BetsyBash 
 
Storyboarding Workshop: From Sketchbook to Screen (Large Group Roundtable | Capacity 20)                9th Floor | Classroom 2 
The art of communicating visual story ideas to co-collaborators, clients, or prospective funders can be a challenge at best.  For 
animators, the process we have built around this problem is called "the Pitch".   In this workshop we will be using rudimentary drawing 
skills, simple tools and basic boarding techniques to help filmmakers and story artists explore visual ideas and present narrative 
solutions long before the camera starts rolling.  This is a hands-on workshop so please come ready to jump in.  Tools and resources 
will be provided. Topics to be covered include:  
1. Choosing the Moment: Six transitional techniques for visual storytelling – A brief introduction to transitional choices for visual storytelling 

from comics to live-action film. 
2. Six-Panel Pitch: Exploration of Content, Story Beats and Imaged-Based Narrative – Participants will create a basic Six-panel based on provided 

content. A technique using simple thumbnail drawings to explore visual solutions for extremely short projects. 
3. Pre-visual Editing: Introducing Time and Sound – As time allows, we will address the problem o cutting your images to a click-track using 

Adobe Photoshop/Bridge and Premiere. 
Session Leader: Stephan Leeper, former Layout Supervisor for VeggieTales and Associate Professor of Animation at Central Michigan 
University 
 



 

 

Branding Basics: Creating a Clear and Consistent Narrative (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)         9th Floor | Classroom 3 
Brand identity is the sum of consistent visuals, narratives, and interaction you provide the external world as a representative of you 
and your work. In this session, participants will create the raw material to craft into brand identity along with strategies and tools to 
communicate it across multiple platforms. Participants will leave with an Origin Story, Personal Mission Statement, and pitching 
experience. 
 Session Leader: Jennifer Reis - Make Do: Creative Entrepreneurship Education Consulting 
 
Roundtable Discussions                 9th Floor | Classroom 4 
Roundtables are small group discussions led by a professional in the field. Pick a table based on your interest and join the conversation. 
 

Building Community with Derek Johnson – Photographer  
Description Coming! 
 

How to Relate Arts Skills to What Employers are Seeking with Melissa Steach – Artist & Author 
This facilitated workshop extends the conversation started by “Art & The Bottom Line”. Attendees will have an opportunity to identify, 
strategize, then discuss how to package their art talents as a value-proposition relative to a field of their choice. Real-world examples 
will be provided and real-time role-play will allow participants to share ideas on how to market their unique talents to potential 
employers. This session is an interactive one. Come prepared to collaborate and have fun! 
 

Getting and Keeping Students with Leah Jozwiak – The Music and Dance Suite 
How do you acquire those first students and once you have them, how do you keep them? 
 
Protect Your Assets (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)                                  9th Floor | Classroom 5 
TBA 
Session Leader: Lawyers for the Creative Arts 
 
TBA (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)                                    9th Floor | Classroom 6 
TBA 
Session Leader: TBD 
 
Fearless Writing Workshop (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)                                         9th Floor | Classroom 7 
Based on Kenower’s popular book, this workshop looks at the many emotional challenges all writers experience when they face a 
blank page. In this workshop, participants will learn tools to access their inherent creativity. All writing is naturally fearless. The only 
questions is whether we will be fearless on purpose. 
Session Leader: William Kenower, Author 
 
Media Room                 8th Floor | Room 801B 
 

Session 9                      Sunday  1:00 – 2:00 PM 
 

Gallery & Exhibits Close                                                         2nd Floor 
 

Mini Keynotes Block 5                        2nd Floor | Stage 2 
Throughout the conference, presenters will take the stage for a short (15-18 minute) keynote talk on a topic that they are passionate 
about. 
 

Jaclyn Silverman – Photographer 
Expanding Community, Arts, & Relationships -  Jaclyn will share about her project “East Side Volume One” which addresses issues of 
Chicago’s farthest southeast side neighborhoods spanning from geography, environment, industry, transportation, economics, family 
and youth. This talk provides context to the East Side and Hegewisch neighborhoods, presenting issues of importance in photographic 
collaboration with local high school students to revisualize the areas present history, while forming a creative system of community 
contributors as shareholders. 
 

Daniel Levy – Musician and Composer 
The Successful Teaching Artist’s Career Guide: You are an artist, living the artist's life. But you also want to make a difference in the 
world as a teaching artist: dance, theater, visual arts, poetry, and music professionals who also sometimes teach. TAs bring the arts to 
students of all ages in schools, correctional facilities, and community centers. The field is growing, providing many artists with 



 

 

substantial part-time income for socially just work. Is Teaching Artistry right for you? In this talk, master teaching artist Daniel Levy 
introduces TA practice from altruistic as well as practical perspectives, with your success and career sustainability in mind. 
 

Brian Witkowski – Vocal Performer and Founder of The Lucrative Artist 
Know Your Story: Almost anything can become more valuable just from simply telling the right story. Just as there is a story behind 
every work of art, there’s a story behind every artist. The better we know the story behind how we got to where we currently are, the 
better we can master the art of writing the story of our future we most desire to have. 
 
 
1 on 1 Mentoring                                                        2nd Floor | Gallery 
Mentors will be on-hand to answer your questions. If you would like to reserve a 15-minute slot, please stop by the registration table. Spots are on a first come first 
serve basis and sign up begins at the start of the conference. 
 

Alison Henderson Communication 
Annie Hackett  Dance, Performing Art Studios 
Rodney Page Music  

Brian Prairie Illustration, Motion Graphics, Animation, and all aspects of Video Production 
 

Office Hours              5th Floor 
No need for an appointment. Just stop by and chat with the expert on-hand. 
 

Office 1: Open 
Office 2: Grad School for Creatives with Columbia College Representatives 
Office 3: Open 
Large Table: Headshot Reviews with Paul Kassel 
Large Table: Resume & Portfolio Reviews with Daniel Sroka 
 

TBD                      5th Floor | Classroom 1 
Session Description TBD 
Presenter: TBD 
Moderator: TBD 
 

Panel: How to Promote & Sell Your Creative Work             5th Floor | Classroom 2 
You have amazing creative work for sale, but how do you do you get the word out to those that have the money to buy your art or 
pay for your creative services? Panelists will share the successful strategies they have used in promoting and selling their creative 
work.  
Panelists: Eric Lee, Jennifer Reis, TBD 
Moderator: TBD 
 

Using the Power of Story to Close the Deal (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)           9th Floor | Classroom 1 
Description Coming Soon! 
Session Leader: John McDavitt, McDavitt Design 
 

Writing Proposals to Win Clients (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)            9th Floor | Classroom 2 
Writing proposals is an art. You must do two things in your proposal: protect yourself AND protect your client from misunderstandings 
and miscommunications. The well-written proposal does that. We’ll discuss key concepts, legal considerations, and what to include in 
your proposal and contract. This session will include a hands on writing activity with a group discussion.  
Session Leader: Denise Laurin-Donatelle – Living Creatively, Founder 
 
What is Tiktok and How to Maximize your Tiktok (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)                      9th Floor | Classroom 3 
This workshop discussion will focus on what is Tiktok and why it is important to have an account, what kind of content is posted, 
how to use the application, and what does well. Kimberly will also share examples. 
Session Leader: Kimberly Witte, Witte Artistry 
 
 



 

 

Roundtable Discussions                 9th Floor | Classroom 4 
Roundtables are small group discussions led by a professional in the field. Pick a table based on your interest and join the conversation. 
 

Building a Leadership Team with Emily Weber, Founder - Your Performing Arts Center  
Having key people around you to help grow your business is key. We’ll discuss how to build a leadership team that is right for you 
and your creative business. 
 

Mastering the Art of NO with Catherine Borzym, Founder – Kiwi Avenue 
We’ll discuss tips and how to politely set boundaries while still growing your business. 
  
TBA (Tools Workshop | Capacity 20)                                    9th Floor | Classroom 5 
TBA 
Session Leader: TBD 
 
Legal Session TBD                                                    9th Floor | Classroom 6 
Description Coming Soon! 
Session Leader: Lawyers for the Creative Arts 
 
Panel: Freelance & Self-Management                                                 9th Floor | Classroom 7 
Description Coming 
Panelists: Leanna Johnson Lee, Justin Sinkovich, Mike Veny 
Moderator: Justin Sinkovich, Columbia College Chicago 
 
Media Room                 8th Floor | Room 801B 
 
 

Closing Session                          Sunday 2:15 – 3:00 PM 
Closing Keynote & Pitch Awards            2nd Floor | Stage 
 

Darlene Jackson – DJ Lady D 
Mission Possible: A Guide to Maintaining Image and Brand (Regardless of What Your Bank Account Says) 
 

Pitch Awards presented by SEA 
 


