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Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. 
Live the life you have imagined. 

Henry David Thoreau
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We’re glad you have joined us for the 14th annual Self Employment in the Arts (SEA) Conference. There 
are many wonderful opportunities for you to learn about the business of art. Please make sure to interact 
with the other artists, speakers and educators. It’s amazing what you can learn from each other! If you 
need assistance at any time, please stop by the registration table. We want to make sure you have a 
wonderful and enriching experience.

The mission of SEA is to provide educational resources to help aspiring 
artists gain the entrepreneurial knowledge and skills needed to 
establish and maintain a career as an independent artist.
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Paul Klein kleinartistworks.com   
Friday Opening Keynote – February 21, 1 p.m.
Why and How You Can Succeed in The Art World
Paul Klein teaches online courses to empower visual artists by demystifying the art world through online webinars with acknowledged art 
world experts. He had a cutting-edge gallery in Chicago for 25 years, writes for Huffington Post and is a SupporTED Mentor of TED fellows. 
His keynote talk is titled: “Why and How You Can Succeed in The Art World.” The art world is convoluted and unregulated and appears 
difficult to navigate. By learning from people who have and are succeeding, you can better understand its villages and how to create your 
own path. This talk is the first step—an understanding that success is indeed possible and that by being passionate, talented, unique and 
engaged you will succeed.

Adam Grabowski adamcomedy.com
Friday Dinner Keynote – February 21, 5 p.m.
Productive Procrastination 
Comedian Adam Grabowski will provide entertainment and an entrepreneurial message during the dinner session on Friday. 

As the highest rated comedian in Campus Activities Magazine and winner of the 2012 Fastest Rising Star Award, Grabowski made history in 
2013 by becoming the youngest comedian ever to win Comic of The Year! The creativity and charisma of this 26-year-old from Chicago makes 
him the most exciting new act to hit the college circuit. Graduating early from the University of Illinois with a degree in psychology, he used 
his productive procrastination skills to put off grad school by becoming a professional comedian. Grabowski performed at 122 colleges last 
year, putting his total at more than 240 colleges in his career. His tour has taken him to 33 different states including stints at the Iowa Comedy 
Festival and L.A. Comedy Fest. 

Seth Braun sethbraun.com
Saturday Morning Keynote – February 22, 8 a.m.
Becoming a Warrior Artist
Real success is more like riding in the Millennium Falcon with a wookie than a sleak star cruiser. It isn’t always pretty. Seth Braun lives on the 
razor’s edge of personal and professional development. He went from high school dropout to full tuition scholarship private school and fine arts 
training. Braun converted these success lessons into the publishing world with a surprising best seller on his first attempt. While success may 
sometimes be messy, it follows predictable patterns. You can pick up his latest book “Indestructible Success” at Amazon.com or find out more 
about his free business courses and content at SethBraun.com.

John J. Thompson 33andthird.net
Saturday Lunch Keynote – February 22, 11:45 a.m.
The New Brass Ring: Redefining and Identifying Success in the New Creative Economy
John J. Thompson (JJT) has been involved in the music industry for more than 25 years. In 1989, at age 19, he founded True Tunes Etc, in 
Wheaton Illinois. After leaving the True Tunes staff in 2000, Thompson accepted a position as marketing coordinator for Cornerstone Festival. 
Along the way he also built a solid reputation as a music critic and feature writer for many publications, including CCM Magazine, HM Magazine, 
Christianity Today and Christian Musician. Thompson has been the director of creative and copyright development for EMI CMG Publishing 
since early 2007 where he oversees A&R, film and TV promotions, print music, artist development, lyric licensing and archives. He is currently a 
regular contributor of music and film reviews for www.ThinkChristian.net and is a regular speaker at colleges, churches and festivals on behalf 
of Compassion International. 

Thompson’s keynote will address how the digital revolution has rocked the creative community to its core. From opening the actual creative 
process to tearing down walls in distribution, marketing and commerce, no area of the creative world is immune to the progression of zeros and 
ones. While this has meant expanded opportunities and bright horizons, it has also cluttered the marketplace, making it harder than ever to get 
noticed. From songwriting and music, to photography, painting, graphic design, literature and even fashion, everything is upside down. How we 
define and identify success in this new creative world will make all the difference in our longevity, profitability and enjoyment of the process. 
The days of mega rock stars and pop celeb artists may be coming to a close, but that’s not necessarily bad news for true artists and artisans.

The warrior archetype and the artist…how do they fit together?

Your life is your greatest work of art. 

The warrior artist is fiercely committed to compassion and discipline. 

In this dynamic keynote, you will learn:
 » How the warrior artists turn creative work into profit  

in the real world
 » The history, context and lineage for the training of the  

warrior artists
 » The complete Indestructible Success map creative 

entrepreneurship
 » The inner game of the warrior artistWill you join the league of warrior artists?

Keynote Speakers
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Janet Bloch
Janet Bloch earned a master of fine arts from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. She is the 
recipient of numerous grants, including an Illinois Arts Council Visual Artists Fellowship, a National 
Endowment of the Arts Regional/Midwest Fellowship and two artist grants from the Indiana Arts 
Commission. Bloch has had several solo exhibits nationwide. Her work is in collections of the South 
Bend Regional Museum of Art, Illinois State Museum, Deloitte and Eaton Corporations. She has been 
selected as a finalist in three public transit projects. Since 2009 she has served as the education director 
at Lubeznik Center for the Arts in Michigan City, Indiana. 

Welcome remarks by Brian Hanlon, Gary Ernst, Michael Hennessy and Amy Rogers Regency Ballroom

Keynote: Paul Klein “Why and How You Can Succeed in The Art World”

Life’s a Pitch Woods
Learn and master the skills of networking and relationship building with all the essential building blocks that you need to have in place. Your personal and business success 
depends on relationships. In this unique workshop, you will learn how to place yourself in front of the right people and develop relationships that will have a meaningful impact 
on your life.

Session Leader: Mike Veny

Recommended Next Session: Pitch Jam (Session 2), Utilizing Social Media Panel (Session 5), Storytelling (Session 6), Art of Self-Promotion (Session 7),  
Roundtable, One-On-One 

Crowdfunding Aspen 
The buzz word of the age, crowdfunding can do wonders for launching our artistic entrepreneurial endeavors. Deloitte, the international accounting firm, recently predicted that 
more than $3 billion would be raised through crowdfunding in 2013, and about half of that would be for artistic endeavors (media, film, gaming, etc.). Come hear and visit with 
one of the leaders in crowdfunding in America. We will cover the basics of reward/donation-based crowdfunding and equity crowdfunding (coming under the JOBS Act), as well 
as some hybrid types. We will also discuss international crowdfunding, the differences between crowdfunding and crowdsourcing, and what’s coming in the fast-expanding 
universe of crowdfunding. Bring your questions; this will be as much of a discussion as a talk.

Session Leader: David Marlett

Recommended Next Session: Financial Management Panel (Session 6), Roundtable, One-On-One

1st Steps to Starting an Artistic Business – Panel Discussion Cypress
Before jumping in with both feet, it is important to make sure you have a basic understanding of what you are getting into. This session will touch on the importance of 
researching similar artistic businesses, creating and protecting your art business identity, as well as the early legal and accounting steps you need to take. This is a basic look at 
what needs to be done to get started. This session will not get into financing.

Panelists: Seth Braun, Paula Frasz, Samantha Jones, Gary Vaughan

Recommended Next Session: Copyright Basics (Session 2 or 5), Your Song (Session 3), Financial Management Panel (Session 6), Roundtable, One-On-One

College Art Competition Juror

Opening Session Friday 1 p.m.

Session 1 Friday 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.
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How to Create and Present an Effective Portfolio – Panel Discussion Parlor 
Visual artists, graphic designers and photographers need a portfolio to promote their work. This session will take a look at what should be in the portfolio, how it should be laid 
out and effective ways of presentation. We’ll discuss the variations between the different types of portfolios as well as online portfolios.

Panelists: Janet Bloch, Jason Knade, Shayna Leib, Jeffrey Ross

Recommended Next Session: Juried Art Competition (Session 5), Roundtable, One-On-One

Licensing Your Music for Synchronization Usage Oak 
The presentation will discuss how to generate income from your music via licensing music for film, television and advertising synchronization usages.

Presenter: Anthony Musiala

Recommended Next Session: Copyright Basics (Session 2), Your Song (Session 3), Insider Secrets (Session 6), Roundtable, One-On-One

Roundtable Discussions Conference Room 1
General Arts – Marketing discussion led by Emily Weber

General Arts – Why Most Artist Websites Fail (and How Yours Can Win) led by David Cutler

Theater – Chicago theater discussion led by Carin Silkaitis

So You Want to be a Screenwriter? Conference Room 2 
Have you ever considered writing a screenplay? Do you have an unfinished script or the seed of an idea tucked away? If so, it’s not too late to learn the fundamentals of 
screenwriting: research, style, structure, theme, plot, character development, proper screenplay format, screenwriting software choices, just to name a few. This session will 
also include hints on finding an agent or manager, getting your script into the hands of producers, and the proper way for new writers to market their scripts. 

Session Leader: John Madormo

Recommended Next Session: Roundtable, One-On-One

My Life in the Media Arts Conference Room 3 
Join David and Michael Neelsen and Bill Kizorek as they discuss their careers in the media arts. What does a typical day, week, month and year look like for them and how has 
this changed over the course of their careers?

Artist Presenters: Bill Kizorek and Dave and Michael Neelsen

My Life in the Culinary Arts Conference Room 4 
Join Chef John Reed as he discusses the “daily grind” of his career in the culinary arts. What does a typical day, week, month and year look like for him? How has this changed 
over the course of his career?

Artist Presenter: Chef John Reed CEC®, CCA®, ACE

Session 2 Friday 3:45 - 4:45 p.m.
Copyright Basics Aspen
It all comes down to copyright. Do you understand how it works? This nuts-and-bolts session delivers a clear, understandable overview of copyright fundamentals. You’ll walk 
away feeling a lot more confident. Our discussion will clarify which parts of a visual artist’s work are eligible for copyright protection and which parts are not. Are there other 
ways to protect your work if copyright is not available? When does the “work made for hire” doctrine cause copyright to be owned by a commissioning party and when does it 
not? You might think you own the copyright, but do you?

Session Leader: Elizabeth Russell, Russell Law

Recommended Next Session: Roundtable, One-on-One

Multiple Income Streams for Artists Oak 
As an artist, you have a unique gift that you can turn into an alternative income source. This session will take a look at additional ways you can use your art to make money. We’ll 
discuss a variety of options including some nontraditional avenues.

Panelists: Elaine Luther, Kevin Luthardt, John McDavitt, Ed Walker

Recommended Next Session: Roundtable, One-On-One

Session 1 (continued)
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How to Find and Work with Clients Cypress
This discussion will help you better understand who your potential clients are, where they are and the message you want to deliver. We will discuss how to research to find clients 
and how best to bring the message to them. In addition to talking about how to find clients, we’ll also discuss how to work with them. Learn how important it is to understand 
who you are creating for, outline clear objectives, determine the decision maker, maintain relationships, and recognize when a client relationship isn’t working.

Panelists: Lynn Anderson, Matt Hennessy, Bill Kizorek, Jeffrey Ross

Recommended Next Session: Utilizing Social Media Panel (Session 5), Contracts & Gigs (Session 5), Storytelling (Session 6), Roundtable, One-On-One

Faculty Panel – Teaching Arts Entrepreneurship Parlor
Join Brian, Warren and Matt as they discuss the different ways they incorporate entrepreneurship into the arts on their campuses.

Panelists: Brian Morello and Warren Palmer – Beloit College, Matt Talbott – Millikin University

Pitch Jam: Making Your Pitch Woods 
This session will teach you the basics to making an easy-to-remember pitch about yourself or your business as a way to start a conversation and intrigue interest. Once you know 
how to pitch, put it to practice as we do some fun, interactive speed networking activities. Not only will you create a great pitch you will feel comfortable with, but you’ll have 
the opportunity to meet new people and network. Not your average session, it’ll pay to attend!

Session Leader: Michael Luchies, Katie Sowa, and Mike Veny

Recommended Next Session: Utilizing Social media Panel (Session 5), Storytelling (Session 6), Roundtable, One-On-One

Career Coaching Boardroom 
Need some help and guidance in your art career? Sign up at the SEA registration table to have career coach Tim Nelson provide some direction for you.

Coach: Tim Nelson

Roundtable Discussions / One-On-One Mentoring Conference Room 1
Roundtable / Culinary Arts – The value of certification and association membership for culinary artists led by Chef John Reed CEC®, CCA®, ACE

Roundtable / Visual & Performing Arts – Art retail led by Sheryl Kosovski

Roundtable / Performing Arts – Auditions led by Carin Silkaitis

One-On-One Mentoring – Emily Weber (dance, performing arts, instruction, community arts center)

My Life in the Visual Arts Conference Room 3
Join Andrew Young and Shayna Leib as they discuss their careers in the visual arts. What does a typical day, week, month and year look like for them? How has this changed 
over the course of their careers?

Artist Presenters: Shayna Leib and Andrew Young

My Life in Entertainment Conference Room 4
Join Rose Colella and Greta Pope as they discuss their careers in entertainment. What does a typical day, week, month and year look like for them? How has this changed over 
the course of their careers?

Artist Presenters: Rose Colella and Greta Pope

Dinner Friday 5 - 6:45 p.m.
Keynote: Adam Grabowski “Productive Procrastination” Regency Ballroom 
Adam Grabowski – stand-up comedian

*Please note that dinner will be served from 5 to 5:45 p.m. and Adam’s keynote presentation will start around 5:45 p.m.

Session 2 (continued)
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Session 3
Your Song – An Interactive Session on Protecting and Licensing Music Woods
Know your rights as a songwriter/composer. What is copyright and when does it begin? How do your rights of ownership guarantee royalties for performances, downloads, 
film use and more? What do performers need to know? All these issues have to do with understanding intellectual property rights, the creative currency of the new millennium.

Session Leader: Tim Hays, Ph.D., Director, Music Business Program, Elmhurst College

Recommended Next Session: Insider Secrets of the Music Biz (Session 6), Roundtable, One-On-One

Design Your Own Website (7-9 p.m.) Aspen
An effective website requires the application of good design principles along with careful planning. This interactive, experiential workshop will cover the fundamental purpose 
of your website, along with design practices to best meet the needs of your target audience. Participants will be encouraged to consider an underlying concept to breathe life 
into the website design while determining colors and visual imagery. The workshop will provide participants the opportunity to create a site map of content and sketch a home 
and secondary page design template.

Workshop Leader: Lynn Anderson, Colordance Design

My Life in the Performing Arts Cypress
Join Samantha and Emily as they discuss their careers in the performing arts. What does a typical day, week, month and year look like for them? How has this changed over the 
course of her career?

Artist Presenters: Samantha Jones and Emily Weber

Business Plan Pitch Competition (7-9 p.m.) Parlor 
Pre-selected college students will present their businesses to a panel of judges. Come watch them compete for the $1,000 prize.

Please note, you are welcome to come and go, but do not enter or leave during a presentation.

Judges: Gary Vaughan, Stacey Earnest, Bret Bonnet, Michael Wenger, Gary Ernst, Michael Luchies

Meet & Greet with Adam Grabowski Oak 
Adam Grabowski will be available following his keynote presentation to answer questions and chat with those interested.

Roundtable Discussions Conference Room 1
Music – Making a living through instruction led by Philip Brown

Culinary Arts – Life reality vs. TV reality led by Chef John Reed CEC®, CCA®, ACE

Overcome Underearning (7-9 p.m.) Conference Room 2
One of the most challenging things creative entrepreneurs face is learning to believe they deserve to make good or even great money doing the work they love. In this workshop 
we will take a look at the underlying beliefs that each of us carry that keep us believing that no one would pay us for all the time we put into our work, or even that it is bad for us 
to want to make a lot of money. That if we are real artists the money shouldn’t matter. Each person in the workshop will be given a set of questions to help them see their own 
financial beliefs and then we will talk about ways of overcoming them. One of the hardest issues to deal with is that creative people often don’t make the same amount of money 
each month and this makes it hard to do any financial planning. During the second part of the workshop, I will go over a system for creating Financial Mastery which includes how 
to track income and expenses and how to plan for success in an easy to understand format. This information will also be included in a handout for later use.

Workshop Leader: Sheryl Kosovski

Kick Start Your Music Career (7-9 p.m.) Conference Room 3
Chicago jazz vocalist and booking agent Rose Colella will present a workshop on the art of making a living as a musician, discussing such topics as networking, branding and 
marketing, booking, contracts, taxes and secrets to finding high-paying gigs. Attendees are also invited to perform for the group, as Colella discusses performance techniques 
and stage presence, how to lead a band, create your book of tunes and how to accompany a vocalist.

Workshop Leader: Rose Colella

Higher Education Curricular Retooling: Cultivating Savvy & Successful Arts Students (7-9 p.m.) Conference Room 4
We live in an era of disruptive technology and constant innovation, where the rulebook for success changes at an exponential rate. With these conditions, how must arts training 
in higher education evolve to stay relevant and viable? How can we maintain our tradition of artistic excellence while fostering socially engaged learners with entrepreneurial 
inclinations? What steps should be taken to allow them to thrive while keeping the arts vibrant for generations to come? Geared toward faculty members and administrators, 
this groundbreaking presentation shows how innovation, creativity, leadership and other success skills can be integrated across and beyond the curriculum already in place.

Workshop Leader: David Cutler, Director of Music Entrepreneurship, University of South Carolina

Friday 7 - 8 p.m.
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Session 4 Friday 8:15 - 9 p.m.
Roundtable Discussions
General Art Regency
 Productivity, How To Get It All Done: Seth Braun
 Working with Lawyers: Elizabeth Russell
 Legal Q & A / Performing Arts: Tim Hays
 Crowdfunding: David Marlett

Performing Arts Regency
 Church Music: Tim Nelson
 Music Recording:  Matt Talbott
 Making a Living in Dance: Paula Frasz & Melissa Sallee
 Music Industry: Matthew Hennessy
 Producing Your Own Music: Greta Pope
 Making a Living as a Classical Singer: Michelle Areyzaga
 How to Start Your Own Theater: La’ren Vernea

TV/Film Regency
 Film Festivals: Jason Knade
 New Technology in TV/Film/Audio: Bill Kizorek

 Finding Your Artist Brand Story: Dave & Michael Neelsen

Literary Arts Regency
 E-Books: Elaine Luther

 Illustrating for Books: Kevin Luthardt

Visual Arts Regency
 Freelance Photography: Jeffrey Ross
 Writing an Artist Statement: Janet Bloch
 Working with Galleries: Shayna Leib
 Publishing Your Visual Art: Andrew Young

 Fine Art restorations, Appraisals and Auctions: Ed Walker

One-On-One Mentoring Conference Room 1
Pre-scheduled mentoring sessions will be held at this time. If you did not sign up 
in advance, please check at the registration table to see what speakers have slots 
available.
 Theater: Samantha Jones
 Music: Philip Brown
 Fashion: Ping Wu
 Graphic Design: John McDavitt

Business Plan Pitch Parlor 
Competition Continues

Website Design  Aspen 
Workshop Continues 

Overcome Underearning Conference Room 2 
Workshop Continues 

Kick-Start Your Music Career  Conference Room 3 
Workshop Continues 

Faculty Workshop  Conference Room 4 
Higher Education Continues

Late Night Activity Rooms Friday 9 - 11 p.m.
Drum Circle  Woods
Join Mike Veny as he leads attendees in drum circle activities. 

Salsa, Swing and More! Aspen
Whether you’re a dancer or have no dance skill whatsoever, come on out for a dance party and a good time! Learn everything from salsa and swing, to country line dancing and 
even hip-hop. Show off your skills or come learn some new ones in this interactive dance class led by Katie Sowa.

Katie has more than 20 years dance experience, both teaching and performing. She is a professional Latin and ballroom instructor, but her experience ranges from competitive dance 
teams to classical training in hip-hop, ballet, jazz, poms and more. She is also a choreographer and has won national awards for choreography.

Create Room sponsored by Blick Art Materials Cypress
All are welcome to come and “create” with art supplies donated by Blick Art Materials. You are welcome to leave your creations at the registration table and we will display 
them in the gallery. Guest judges will pick several winners. All entries must be created with materials from the Create Room and turned into the SEA Registration Table no later 
than 11 p.m. Prizes will be awarded to the winners.

Improv by Voodoo Barbie of Beloit College Oak 
Voodoo Barbie is Beloit College’s student-run improv comedy troupe. Members perform regularly and sometimes host workshops. Although no one really knows how Voodoo got 
started, it is rumored that the group originated in the ‘70s amid the fervor of free love, student protest and SNL’s first season.

Voodoo Barbie is: Collin Sprenkle, Marian Whitaker, Phoebe Sherman, Maddie Gill, Sean Little, Andy Fenneman, Cheyenne Kern, Nate Muckly and Ben Vogt

Gallery Reception Birch (9-10 p.m. only)
Join this year’s gallery participants and judges for a reception. Winners will be announced for both the juried competition and the college group competition. Light refreshments 
will be served.

SEA Conference



Session 5 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Juried Art Competitions: How To Increase Your Odds Parlor
This workshop will teach participants how to increase their odds of getting accepted into juried art competitions. Students will learn what makes a strong submission and what 
is expected from them after getting into the show, including how to frame and present work. Students from the conference can ask specific questions as to why their work was 
accepted or not accepted and how to make improvements for next time. Everyone is welcome to the session whether they applied to the student show or not.

Session Leader: Janet Bloch

Recommended Next Session: Roundtable, One-On-One

The Improv Addiction Cypress
OK artists! Break out of your brain boxes and join this one-hour session of pure madness and mayhem. As an award-winning actor/director and artistic career coach, Samantha 
Jones’ method is based in empowering YOU to your core. By tapping into your creative genius with theatrical warm-ups, ice breakers, memory games and insane group 
challenges, you will walk out of the room jangled to your toes, sweaty and ready to conquer the world as a selfemployed artist. LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE - 40 spaces.

Session Leader: Samantha Jones

Recommended Next Session: Mock Audition Panel (Session 7), Roundtable, One-On-One

Utilizing Social Media as a Tool for Your Art Business – Panel Discussion Woods
You may use social media sites to stay in touch with friends, but how can you use these sites as a tool for your business? We’ll take a look at using social media for promotion, 
keeping followers and providing true benefit for your supporters. Technical questions can be handled in a one-on-one setting.

Panelists: Greg Bizzaro, Rose Colella, Jason Knade, David Marlett, Mike Veny

Recommended Next Session: Storytelling (Session 6), Art of Self-Promotion (Session 7), Roundtable, One-On-One Session

Copyright Basics Aspen
It all comes down to copyright. Do you understand how it works? This nuts-and-bolts session delivers a clear, understandable overview of copyright fundamentals. You’ll walk 
away feeling a lot more confident. Our discussion will clarify which parts of a visual artist’s work are eligible for copyright protection and which parts are not. Are there other 
ways to protect your work if copyright is not available? When does the “work made for hire” doctrine cause copyright to be owned by a commissioning party and when does it 
not? You might think you own the copyright, but do you?

Session Leader: Elizabeth Russell, Russell Law

Recommended Next Session: Roundtable, One-On-One

Teaching Art Conference Room 2
Have you ever thought about teaching your art? Philip Brown has one of the largest music teaching studios in the country. Learn how to create a successful career as a private 
teacher. Learn how to market yourself and create connections with local schools. He will also discuss the use of technology, including website creation and social media. Learn 
to love not just your art, but teach it!

Session Leaders: Philip Brown

Recommended Next Session: Roundtable, One-On-One

Business Plan Pitch Meeting Boardroom
For business plan pitch participants and judges only. This meeting will provide an opportunity for participants to receive feedback from the judges.

Roundtable Discussions  Conference Room 1
Performing Arts – Community theater discussion led by Jack Micetich.
General Arts – Starting an arts microbusiness discussion led by Warren Palmer
Visual Arts – Fine art restoration, appraisals and auctions discussion led by Ed Walker

Inside Contracts and Gigs – Panel Discussion Oak
Panelists will discuss the issues they have faced when dealing with contracts. How have contracts been beneficial? When do they wish they had a contract but didn’t? What 
lessons have they learned as artists about contracts?

Panelists: Paul Elledge, Carin Silkaitis, John J. Thompson

Recommended Next Session: Financial Management Panel (Session 6), Roundtable, One-On-One

All Conference Breakfast Saturday 8 - 9:15 a.m.
Keynote and Dance Performance Regency Ballroom
Dance performance by Beloit College: Untitled collaboration 
Choreographed and performed by: McKay Bram, Maddie Barron, Violet Lane-Ruckman, Laura Logan, Sarah Miller, Amelia Tarpey, Frances Williman and Ariel Yang

Keynote: Seth Braun “Becoming A Warrior Artist”
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My Life in Jewelry Conference Room 3
Join Elaine Luther and Catherine Borzym as they discuss the “daily grind” of their careers as jewelry designers. What does a typical day, week, month and year look like for them? 
How has this changed over the course of their careers?

Artist Presenters: Catherine Borzym and Elaine Luther

My Life in the Arts Conference Room 4
Join Kevin Luthardt and Ping Wee as they discuss their life in the arts. Kevin will discuss his life as an author, illustrator and muralist while Ping will talk about her life as a fashion 
designer. What does a typical day, week, month and year look like for them? How has this changed over the course of their careers? 

Artist Presenters: Kevin Luthardt and Ping Wu

Session 6 Saturday 10:45 - 11:45 a.m.
Marketing Your Art with Storytelling Woods 
As we all know, creative minds are not always the most comfortable “selling” their art. In this discussion, the founders of StoryFirst Media will give helpful perspectives on how 
you can utilize the art of storytelling to better communicate the value of your craft.

Presenters: Dave and Michael Neelsen

Recommended Next Session: Art of Self Promotion (Session 7), Roundtable, One-On-One

Financial Management for Artists - Panel Discussion Oak 
You know what you want to do, but aren’t sure of the financial steps you need to take to get started. This session will touch on different funding options (formal vs. informal) for 
profits vs. non profit, and starting small with low overhead. We’ll also discuss different bookkeeping options to get your business off to the right start. Time permitting, we’ll 
discuss good financial management strategies to keep your art business on the right path, including investing for growth, taking on debt for expansion, when and where to look 
for assistance, and tips for surviving tough times.

Panelists: Philip Brown, Sheryl Kosovski, David Marlett, Gary Vaughan

Insider Secrets of the Music Biz Cypress
Louis Yoelin, having written music for more than 100 TV shows and movies-including “How I Met Your Mother,” “Criminal Minds,” “Days Of Our Lives,” “Keeping Up With The 
Kardashians,” “American Reunion” (“American Pie” sequel), Hollywood Records artists and many more-will share industry insider secrets on how to make it in the music biz!

Session Leader: Louis Yoelin

Recommended Next Session: Roundtable, One-On-One

One-On-One Mentoring Sessions/ Roundtable Discussion Parlor
One-On-One Mentoring: Pre-scheduled mentoring sessions will be held at this time. If you did not sign up in advance, please check at the registration table to see what 
speakers have slots available.

Rose Colella (performing arts, music), Jack Micetich (theater, community involvement), Shayna Leib (visual arts, galleries, packaging your art for shipping), Tim Nelson (music), Greta Pope 
(music, entertainment), Mike Veny (music, entrepreneurship, public speaking)

Roundtable Discussions:

Dance – Self-producing your own work led by Paula Frasz

General Arts – Web design tips for artists by Lynn Anderson

Visual Arts – Publishing your art by Andrew Young

Visual Arts – Art shows by Ping Wu

How to Start a Nonprofit – It’s Easy, I’ll Show You How! Aspen
Want to start a nonprofit to support your artistic endeavors? Serve a need in the community through art or build the community that you wish existed? Learn from an experienced 
board volunteer and serial not-for-profit founder the nuts and bolts of how to create and sustain the organization, get free legal help and stay out of trouble with the IRS. You’ll 
know the steps to follow and who to call for help in creating your own organization.

Session Leader: Elaine Luther

Recommended Next Session: Roundtable, One-On-One

Session 5 (continued)
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The Edit with Chicago Artists Coalition Boardroom
Sit down with JC Steinbrunner, editor of Chicago Artists Resource, for The Edit, a review of your statement, bio or cover letter. Steinbrunner will talk you through the editorial 
process that shapes your document into a more persuasive argument for your practice. To sign up for a slot, visit our booth at the conference. Portfolio examples recommended. 
Chicago Artists Resource (CAR) is an innovative arts service website administered by the Chicago Artists Coalition.

Roundtable Discussions Conference Room 1
Literary / Media Arts – Self-publishing discussion led by Bill Kizorek

My Life in Music Conference Room 2
Join Matt Hennessey and David Cutler as they discuss the “daily grind” of their careers in music. What does a typical day, week, month and year look like for them? How has 
this changed over the course of their careers?

Artist Presenters: David Cutler and Matthew Hennessy

My Life in the Arts Conference Room 3
Join Kelly Rickert and Paul Elledge as they discuss the “daily grind” of their careers in the visual arts – one as a graphic artist and the other as a photographer. What does a typical 
day, week, month and year look like for them? How has this changed over the course of their careers?

Artist Presenters: Kelly Rickert and Paul Elledge

My Life in the Media Arts Conference Room 4
Join Jason Knade and Greg Bizzaro as they discuss the “daily grind” of their careers in the media arts. What does a typical day, week, month and year look like for them? How 
has this changed over the course of their careers?

Artist Presenters: Greg Bizzaro and Jason Knade

Lunch

Session 7

Saturday 11:45 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.

Saturday 1:30 - 3 p.m.

Please grab a box lunch by the SEA registration table and proceed to a table in the ballroom.

Keynote: John J. Thompson “The New Brass Ring: Redefining and Identifying  
Success in the New Creative Economy” Regency
John J. Thompson’s keynote will address how the digital revolution has rocked the creative community to its core. From opening the actual creative process to tearing down walls 
in distribution, marketing and commerce, no area of the creative world is immune to the progression of zeros and ones. While this has meant expanded opportunities and bright 
horizons, it has also cluttered the marketplace, making it harder than ever to get noticed. From songwriting and music to photography, painting, graphic design, literature and 
even fashion, everything is upside down. How we define and identify success in this new creative world will make all the difference in our longevity, profitability and enjoyment 
of the process. The days of mega rock stars and pop celeb artists may be coming to a close, but that’s not necessarily bad news for true artists and artisans.

Business Plan Pitch Winners Announced 

Art of Self-Promotion-Workshop Woods
Bill Kizorek built an investigative company from zero revenue to more than $1 million per month, sold it, then created a video production company and created films in 27 different 
countries. His workshop will cover the beginning of his quest, the techniques, the effort and the strategies, including loans, phone calls, marketing materials, print media, 
speeches, travel, conferences, branding. He will share his secrets and seek out feedback from attendees, making it a personalized and meaningful session. Don’t attend if you 
don’t want to contribute!

Workshop Presenter: Bill Kizorek 

Planning, Organizing and Executing Successful Concerts - Workshop Aspen
Join Greta Pope for this engaging and enlightening presentation. Pope is an internationally acclaimed, award-winning entertainer. For the last two decades she has been in high demand 
for major events in the United States and abroad. She is the author of self-help book “Music, Money & You; Managing the Business.” Attend this informative, interactive workshop and 
learn how you can plan, organize and execute your own successful concerts. It’s all about music, money and you.

Workshop Leader: Greta Pope

Session 6 (continued)
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General Art     Parlor
 Working with lawyers: Elizabeth Russell

 Crowdfunding: David Marlett

 Creating relationships: Mike Veny

Performing Arts     Parlor
 Working with talent agents: Samantha Jones

 Making a living as a classical singer: Michelle Areyzaga

 Music      Parlor
 Music industry: Matthew Hennessy

Visual Arts     Parlor
 Graphic design, illustration and fine art: John McDavitt

 Working with galleries: Shayna Leib

 Freelance: Kelly Rickert

Media Arts     Parlor
 Story and engagion your audience: Dave & Michael Neelsen

 Corporate video: Greg Bizzaro

Session 7 (continued)

Mock Audition Panel and Workshop Cypress
This session will start with a panel discussion about the audition process – where to find auditions, how to prepare, what to expect and handling rejection. We will conclude with 
an opportunity for attendees to participate in a mock audition.

Panelists: Rose Colella, Paula Frasz, Jack Micetich, Matt Boresi

Meet & Greet with John J. Thompson Oak
Please join John in the Oak Room outside the ballroom for an informal time to talk and ask questions.

One-On-One Mentoring Sessions Conference Room 1
Prescheduled mentoring sessions will be held at this time. If you did not sign up in advance, please check at the registration table to see what speakers have slots available.

Philip Brown (music), Tim Nelson (music, church music, career coaching), Kevin Luthardt (illustration, murals, publishing), Andrew Young (visual arts)

One-On-One Mentoring Sessions Conference Room 2
Prescheduled mentoring sessions will be held at this time. If you did not sign up in advance, please check at the registration table to see what speakers have slots available. 

Lynn Anderson (graphic arts, web design), Jason Knade (media arts), Sheryl Kosovski (pricing, galleries, art retail, fashion/textile, artist statement), Elaine Luther (visual arts, ebooks, 
jewelry)

One-On-One Mentoring Sessions Conference Room 3
Prescheduled mentoring sessions will be held at this time. If you did not sign up in advance, please check at the registration table to see what speakers have slots available.

Janet Bloch (visual arts), Seth Braun (arts / business), David Cutler (music, arts entrepreneurship course development)

Faculty Session: Greyfell Theatre Program  Conference Room 4
Greyfell Theatre Company is a partnership between the Lawrence University Department of Theatre Arts and the Innovation & Entrepreneurship Program, initiated in winter 
2013. Each year, a group of committed students arrive at Björklunden vid Sjon, the university’s northern campus in Door County. Greyfell aims to create new works of theatre in 
an accelerated start-up environment.

Session Presenters: Gary Vaughan, Adam Galambos, Timothy Troy

Roundtable Discussions

Closing Session Saturday 3:10 - 4 p.m.
Panel Discussion: From SEA to Arts Career
You are about ready to leave this event. What will you do to keep the momentum and energy from this weekend moving forward? Join past SEA attendees Isabelle, Ping and 
La’ren and hear about their journey and career strategies. What were they thinking as they left SEA? What did these emerging artists do when they were in your shoes not so 
long ago.

Panelists: Ping Wu, Isabelle Rizo, La’ren Vernea

Thank You for attending! Please make sure to fill out a conference evaluation and return it to the registration table.

SEA Conference



Lynn Anderson 
Colordancedesign.com

Lynn and Tom Anderson combine their respective talents in graphic design, computer science and photography by cofounding Colordance Design, a small graphic design firm 
located in Naperville. They specialize in the creation of artistic, custom-coded websites for small businesses and nonprofit organizations. Their services also include an array 
of conceptual print and media promotional materials, designed to connect small business messaging with the needs of their target audiences. 

Michelle Areyzaga 
michelleareyzaga.com

As a diverse and coveted singer, Michelle Areyzaga’s musical origins are in Chicago where she is much in demand among highly regarded companies, as well as throughout 
the United States and Europe. She has sung most recently with New York City Opera in her debut (Orpheus-Telemann) and has appeared with Chicago Opera Theater, Lyric 
Opera of Chicago’s In the Neighborhoods programs, Grant Park Music Festival, Ravinia Festival, Chicago Light Opera Works, Chicago Chamber Opera, Chicago Master 
Singers, Apollo Chorus, Camerata Chicago and the Chicago Cultural Center to name a few. 

Greg Bizzaro 
jaffefilms.com

Greg Bizzaro of Jaffe Films, Inc. has been in business for more than 21 years and produced thousands of web videos, promotional, TV ads, music videos and documentaries for 
hundreds of clients and has won numerous awards. Some of Jaffe Films many clients include: Mattel’s American Girl, music videos (with members of Survivor, Toto, Chicago, 
Ides of March, etc), Museum of Science and Industry (Chicago), The Field Museum (Chicago), Motorola Sears, Abbott Labs, Baxter Healthcare, Rockwell International, Echo 
Incorporated, Allied Van Lines, Michael Jordan Foundation, Chicago Bulls, Chicago Black Hawks, YMCA, McDonalds and more. Jaffe Films’ work has been seen on television, 
such channels as Oprah, Showtime, Comedy Channel, PBS, Channel 38, Fox Sports, ABC, NBC, CBS, WGN, CNN and more. Jaffe Films has produced videos throughout the 
United States and has traveled internationally, including Finland (Rockwell International), Japan (2006) and China (2007) with Special Olympics. 

Janet Bloch 
janetbloch.com

Janet Bloch earned a master of fine arts from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. Bloch is the recipient of numerous grants, including an Illinois Arts Council Visual 
Artists Fellowship, a National Endowment of the Arts Regional/ Midwest Fellowship and two Artists Grants from the Indiana Arts Commission. Bloch has had several solo 
exhibits nationwide. Her work is in collections of the South Bend Regional Museum of Art, Illinois State Museum, Deloitte and Eaton Corporations. She has been selected as 
a finalist in three public transit projects. Since 2009 she has served as the education director at Lubeznik Center for the Arts in Michigan City, Indiana. 

Matt Boresi
hilliardandboresi.com

Matt Boresi is a writer of original operatic, musical theatre, madrigal, choral and art song works, which are performed across the country and have been called “inventive 
and ably balanced” by Variety, “truly scrumptious” by Backstage, and “bursting with wit and charm” by Talkin’ Broadway. Boresi is a stage director and teacher of opera 
and musical theater and currently program director for musical theatre at the Music Institute of Chicago and visiting lecturer at North Central College and Carthage College.

Seth Braun 
sethbraun.com

Real Success is more like riding in the Millennium Falcon with a wookie than a sleak star cruiser. It isn’t always pretty. Seth Braun lives on the razor’s edge of personal and 
professional development. He went from high school dropout to full tuition scholarship private school and fine arts training. Braun converted these success lessons into the 
publishing world with a surprising best-seller on his first attempt. While success may sometimes be messy, it follows predictable patterns. You can pick up his latest book, 
“Indestructible Success” at Amazon.com or find out more about his free business courses and content at SethBraun.com.

Catherine Borzym 
Kiwiavenue.com

Catherine Borzym is a designer and CEO of Kiwi Avenue—a handmade jewelry and accessories company. A handful of beads were her original inspiration at age 13. By age 
16, she started selling her designs to friends and family and Kiwi Avenue was born. A few years later, Borzym graduated from North Central College double majoring in small 
business entrepreneurship and marketing. Her professors not only inspired her throughout her college career, but have continued to be an integral part of her business. This 
year she will launch her first Kickstarter campaign to fund her boutique truck! She has recently partnered with Starr Hall in conjunction with Entrepreneur Magazine helping 
entrepreneurs stylize their business self. Her jewelry line has been showcased at the Chicago Gift Show at the Merchandise Mart. She’s also in the process of designing 
a jewelry line for Overstock.com. She has worked with Ford Model Stasia Tomasek on her most recent photo shoot and is in boutiques and gift shops across the country. 
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David Cutler 
Savvymusician.com
Trunkmusic.org

David Cutler balances a varied career as a jazz and classical composer, pianist, educator, arranger, conductor, collaborator, concert producer, author, blogger, consultant, 
speaker, advocate and entrepreneur. (In fact, a recent career diagram illustrated that he maintains no less than 24 income streams! Ah, the life of an artist…) In all these 
pursuits, he works to push boundaries while connecting with new audiences. One of the world’s leading voices on arts leadership and entrepreneurship, Cutler has offered 
ground-breaking interactive workshops to both arts and business organizations worldwide. His book “The Savvy Musician” was heralded by Jeffrey Zeigler of the Kronos 
Quartet as “Hands down, the most valuable resource available for aspiring musicians.” Cutler recently joined the faculty at the University of South Carolina, where he serves 
as director of music entrepreneurship. 

Paul Elledge 
paulelledge.com
lunabellaluna.com
iphoneonceaday.com

Paul Elledge is a photographer and filmmaker whose clients include major advertising agencies, record companies and corporations. He has been honored with numerous 
national and international awards for work that is both individual and uncompromising. Elledge has photographed such celebrities as AC/DC, Billy Corgan, Jennifer Hudson, 
Ministry, Willie Nelson, Trent Reznor, Luciano Pavarotti and Oprah Winfrey, to name a few.

His work has appeared worldwide in galleries and museums and has been published in such publications as Audubon, Fast Company, Life, Men’s Health, People, Rolling 
Stone, Time and Wired among others. His book “Luna, Bella Luna” chronicles the people of Vesale, Italy, and he has collaborated on several books with chef Charlie Trotter 
and chef Rick Bayless. In addition to photography, he has directed music videos and television commercials. Elledge’s interests outside of image making include vintage 
motorcycles, all things Italian, music and expressions of creativity.

Paula Frasz 
danszloopchicago.com

Paula Frasz “has the talent and vision made infinitely clear in the sharpest and best-designed work,” announced Sid Smith in the Chicago Tribune. Tribune critic Lucia 
Mauro calls her “a standout.” Artistic director of DanszLoop Chicago, Mordine & Company featured dancer and featured dancer at the Lyric Opera of Chicago, Frasz has 
performed and choreographed nationally and internationally and won numerous grants and awards. A full professor at Northern Illinois University, Frasz was nominated for 
a Presidential Teaching Professorship.

Adam Grabowski 
adamcomedy.com

As the highest rated comedian in Campus Activities Magazine and winner of the 2012 Fastest Rising Star Award, Adam Grabowski made history in 2013 by becoming the 
youngest comedian ever to win Comic Of the Year. The creativity and charisma of this 26-year-old from Chicago makes him the most exciting new act to hit the college 
circuit. Graduating early from the University of Illinois with a degree in psychology, Grabowski used his productive procrastination skills to put off grad school by becoming a 
professional comedian. He performed at 122 colleges last year, putting his total at more than 240 colleges in his career. His tour has taken him to 33 different states, including 
stints at the Iowa Comedy Festival and L.A. Comedy Fest.  

Philip Brown 
Brown Music Services
Brownmusicstudio.com

Philip Brown is a sought-after trombonist and educator in the Chicago area. He is endorsed by Conn Selmer as a Bach Artist and Clinician and performs on Bach instruments 
exclusively. Brown has the pleasure of performing with some of the finest musicians in Chicago on a regular basis. Because of his passion for educating musicians, he 
maintains one of the largest teaching studios in the country, teaching 70 private students on a weekly basis in the Chicago suburbs. Many of his students are members of 
the Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestra, which has been recognized as one of the most prestigious youth orchestras in the country. He also works for the Chicago Youth 
Symphony leading sectionals and chamber ensembles. Brown regularly judges Illinois Music Educator Association and Illinois High School Association events. He offers 
clinics in brass performance, chamber music and artist entrepreneurship through the generous funding support of Conn Selmer.

Rose Colella 
rosecolella.com
lolabardproductions.com

Jazz vocalist Rose Colella performs regularly at Chicago’s top jazz clubs and hotels, including The Jazz Showcase & The Green Mill, alongside the city’s top jazz musicians. 
She released her critically acclaimed album “Small Hours” in 2009. She received her bachelor of music degree in jazz studies from Roosevelt University in Chicago and owns 
the entertainment agency Lola Bard Productions, named for her grandmother, a 1930s vocalist who performed and recorded with Bobby Hackett & The Original Dixieland Jazz 
Band. Lola Bard Productions books jazz, classical and holiday entertainment at Chicago’s finest establishments, along with weddings, corporate events and private parties. In 
addition to performing, Colella has taught jazz master classes at Northwestern University and Roosevelt University and holds the positions of director of jazz at The School 
of Performing Arts and jazz voice instructor at The Chicago Academy for the Arts.
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Samantha Jones 
therealsamanthajones.com 
improvaddiction.com

Samantha Jones is a professional actor/director based in New York City. With four solo shows, 15 years of stand-up, 20 years of improv/sketch, 15 years of directing and producing and 
25 years of acting under her belt - Jones comes to the conference with a long history of creative ways to make it as an indipendent artist. Her attitude about honoring artistic ability 
is relentless. She empowers artists all over the country to find their voice and find their way to impact the world. Raised by a single mother who is an award-winning writer herself, 
Jones believes in two powerful principles when it comes to standing by her art: be your own boss and never give up on your art! 

Bill Kizorek 
billkizorek.com
twoparrot.com

Bill Kizorek is a man whose successes have reached across numerous business endeavors and industries. Having traveled to more than 135 countries, Kizorek has the global 
perspective and international prowess that few others have. As the author of 10 books on the subjects of video and risk management, he has appeared on or helped produce 
segments for the Oprah Show, “20/20,” BBC, A&E Channel, AM Singapore and all four major U.S. television networks.

Jason Knade 
jasonknade.com

Jason Knade has won a dozen film festival awards, had 50 plus festival screenings and been named the Best Filmmaker in Chicago by the Chicago Reader. He was recently 
named one of the best Chicago filmmakers by NPR, which called Knade “soon-to-be-famous.” His work has been featured on “Good Morning America,” in Time Magazine, 
USA Today, and 200 plus other media outlets. Commercially, he helmed projects for companies like Subway and The Joffrey Ballet. He teaches film courses at Governors 
State University.

Paul Klein 
kleinartistworks.com

Paul Klein teaches online courses to empower visual artists by demystifying the art world through online webinars with acknowledged art world experts. He had a cutting-
edge gallery in Chicago for 25 years, writes for Huffington Post and is a SupporTED Mentor of TED fellows.

Sheryl Kosovski 
artful-work.com

Sheryl Kosovski is an expert in creative business development. She has been teaching and coaching artists and designers of all kinds and other creative entrepreneurs to 
grow their business and develop financial mastery for more than 20 years. She has taught workshops at Columbia College, Indiana Univerisity, St. Mary’s College, The School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago and at numerous art associations and art centers throughout the Midwest.

Matthew Hennessy 
vsopproductions.com

Matt Hennessy is a Chicago-based producer, mix engineer and studio owner with strong roots in the Chicago urban music scene. He received formal training at Berklee 
College of Music, studying both jazz performance and production. In 2000, Hennessy joined the staff of Chicago Trax/The Chocolate Factory to engineer projects for R. Kelly, 
Jay-Z, Kanye West, DMX, and many others. In 2009 he opened VSOP Studios in Chicago where the studio has established itself as the place to go to make sure your music 
simply sounds better. Currently they are expanding to a new location located in Chicago’s West Town neighborhood where VSOP will house both a world-class tracking and 
mixing space and four production studios. Recently Hennessy mixed and mastered projects for Twista, Jeremih, Siko Mob and the large Chicago ensemble, Sidewalk Chalk. 
He is working on production projects for Chicago artists Nikki Lynette and Ross David. In 2004 Hennessy began getting more involved with the Chicago Recording Academy 
Chapter, helping with events and Grammy Awards-related projects and in 2012 was elected president of the Chicago Chapter of The Recording Academy. 

Tim Hays 
Tim Hays, director of the Music Business Program at Elmhurst College, has served as president of the Music and Entertainment Industry Educators Association (MEIEA), 
the world’s leading organization devoted to music business education. His writing credits include recent additions to the chief music business text, “The Music Business 
Handbook,” contributions as editor of the Chicago Muscale, the Harvard Business School Case Studies Series, and numerous reviews and presented papers. A professional 
performer since an early age, Hays has spent years on the road, worked as a studio musician and record producer, and started and operated a record label. In Virginia he 
was a founding member of the band Moments Notice, the precursor to The Dave Matthews Band. As a longtime member of the National Academy of Recording Arts and 
Sciences, he votes in the annual Grammy Awards.
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Elaine Luther 
elainelutherart.com
creativetexturetools.com

Elaine Luther is an artist whose sculptures and mixed media collage paintings have been exhibited in Chicago and across the country. Her jewelry is sold online and at the 
Illinois Artisans Shop. With both her artwork and jewelry, she’s telling stories. She’s been blogging at All Things Metal Clay since 2007. Luther helped to cofound three 
nonprofits, including the Chicago Metal Arts Guild where she served as president of the board from 2010-2012. She is an advisory board member for Woman Made Gallery 
and leader of a local Curiosity Hacked group.

John Madormo 
johnmadormo.com
charliecolliersnoopforhire.com

John Madormo, a Chicago area author, screenwriter and college professor, has published a three-book series (Charlie Collier, Snoop for Hire) with Penguin Books for Young 
Readers,  sold a family comedy screenplay to a Los Angeles producer, optioned multiple scripts to production companies, and was named the grand prize winner of a national 
writing competition.

David Marlett 
NLCFA.org
Worldcrowdfund.org 
BlueRunMedia.com

As an attorney, writer, photo-artist and filmmaker for more than 20 years, David Marlett has developed, financed and successfully launched new divisions and innovative 
concepts for companies and individuals with special emphasis in media companies and entrepreneurial artists, including his own entrepreneurial artistic endeavors. Currently 
he leads a “first mover” in the film industry, BlueRun Crowdfund, a film crowdfunding management company that is soon to offer its first slate of curated film projects. He 
is founder and executive director of the National Crowdfunding Association, the largest and fastest-growing crowdfunding organization in the world, and chairman of the 
Board of the World Crowdfund Federation.

John McDavitt 
John McDavitt is an entrepreneurial artist and designer. He has worked over the past 20 years as a sculptor, painter, muralist, toy and product designer, brainstormer, 
consultant to product development companies, video director and professional speaker. McDavitt is president of McDavitt Design Studio.

Shayna Leib 
shaynaleib.com

Shayna Leib is a glass artist with 20 years experience in the field. She holds a masters of fine arts in glass and metal at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and graduated 
with her M.F.A. in 2003. She has taught sculpture and drawing at Cal Poly State University and glass at the University of Madison-Wisconsin. Leib’s work is in numerous 
private collections nationally and has been featured in SOFA publications, worldwide blogs and magazines, Contemporary Lampworking and The Best of American Glass 
Artists. An avid lover of the ocean, she conquered her fear of the deep blue to become a diver and underwater photographer. The ocean continues to be her source of 
inspiration for her Wind & Water Series. 

Michael Luchies 
www.c-e-o.org
www.michaelluchies.com

Michael Luchies is an entrepreneur, experienced freelance journalist, Fiverr seller, and nonprofit manager. He has written more than 700 published articles in the past five 
years and is the interview editor for Under30CEO, national growth and programs manager for the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization (CEO), and cofounder of PitchJam. 
Luchies has a B.S. from Bradley University in entrepreneurship and an A.S. in business administration from Kalamazoo Valley Community College.

Kevin Luthardt 
kevinluthardt.com

Kevin Luthardt is a published children’s author/illustrator, painter and muralist based in the Chicago area. He is author and/or illustrator of nine children’s picture books, 
including “Peep!,” “Larabee,” “Flying!,” and his newest book “When Edgar Met Cecil.” His paintings have been represented by Mars Gallery in Chicago for the past 16 plus 
years. Luthardt is also a muralist, creating more than 60 large-scale mural projects in schools and libraries around the Chicago area and beyond. He presents programs and 
workshops for students of all ages, visiting about 30-50 schools, libraries and other venues each year. Follow him on Facebook and Twitter.

Presenter Bios

SEA Conference



Brian Morello 
beloit.edu/celeb

Brian L. Morello is director of Beloit College’s Center for Entrepreneurship in Liberal Education in Beloit, otherwise known as CELEB. A successful businessman and 
1985 Beloit College graduate, he oversees the directorship of the college’s small business incubator, which encourages students to develop the skills necessary for self-
employment through actual practice. He is also founder and president of a proprietary beer branding and marketing company that repurposes major out-of-service breweries 
and is now the nation’s largest dedicated contract brewer. He is also an investor in TLX Technologies, LLC, a producer of patented high-speed solenoids. Morello earned his 
B.S. in economics and management at Beloit and has an M.B.A. in finance and business strategy from the University of Chicago’s Booth School of Business.

Anthony Musiala 
mintyfresh.com

Anthony Musiala is managing director for the record label, publishing company, consulting and music placement company Minty Fresh. He is also Midwest Chapter 
membership chairman and licensing committee board member for the American Association of Independent Music. Prior to that, he was an A&R rep for Geffen Records, a 
marketing rep for BMG, and a music director at college radio.

David Neelsen & Michael Neelsen
storyfirstmedia.com

David Neelsen and Michael Neelsen are a brand storytelling, film and video agency founded to meet the critical need of brands to effectively tell stories. In a world where 
audiences have become the cultural gatekeepers, strong brands communicate their message in a way the public wants to receive it – through storytelling. Their unique collective 
of filmmakers and marketing professionals ensure your stories will entertain and engage in a way that embraces modern technologies and respects today’s opt-in audiences  
who hold the power.

Tim Nelson 
SecondActConnection.com

Timothy Nelson is a career coach who works with those seeking to connect their personality styles with their careers. For 36 years he was on the music faculty at Olivet 
Nazarene University and worked with college students as a mental health counselor, career counselor and coach. Throughout his career he also worked part time as a church 
musician and performer.

Warren Palmer 
beloit.edu/celeb

Warren Palmer is a professor in the Department of Economics at Beloit College and Coleman Foundation Chair of Entrepreneurship. A late entrant into academia, Palmer 
previously owned a print shop, worked as a publications consultant, contributed articles to Organic Gardening magazine, designed and built a house with his spouse in 
the mountains near Missoula, MT, and has operated some small or micro-business continually since 1975. He has taught courses on microeconomics, macroeconomics, 
accounting, finance, comparative economic systems, international comparisons of industrial firms, managerial economics, the Chinese economy, and energy and 
environmental economics. He graduated with a B.S. from the University of Montana and a Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison with a major field in comparative 
economic systems and a minor field in Asian studies.

Greta Pope 
gretapope.com 
TheMusicBusinessExpert.com

Greta Pope is an award-winning, internationally acclaimed entertainer, author, educator and motivational speaker. She is also known as “The Music Business Expert.” Pope 
holds a Ph.D. in business administration as well as a master of music degree. She is author of self-help book “Music, Money & You; Managing the Business,” which is the 
selected text for several after school programs for the Chicago Public Schools. Pope has delighted audiences throughout Europe, the Far East, South America, the Caribbean, 
the United States and Canada. Pope has been touted one of the great voices of our time as she performs with ease all styles from country to opera and from rhythm and 
blues to Broadway. She has shared the stage with such well-known performers as Wynona Judd, Dick Van Dyke, Stanley Clarke, Ramsey Lewis, Rich Little, Penn and Teller 
and many others. Her voice is featured on commercials and voice-overs, including those for McDonald’s, Whirlpool, Allstate, Lexus, Estee Lauder and others. Pope is “The 
Music Business Expert” and is author of self-help book “Music, Money & You; Managing the Business.”

Jack Micetich 
smalltowntheatrics.org

Jack Micetich graduated from Coal City High School in 2009 and moved on to Illinois State University where he graduated with a bachelor’s degree in middle level education 
in 2012. While attending ISU, he came up with a crazy idea to start a community theatre in his hometown over the summers. That summer they produced their first musical 
and are now working on their fifth production. In the past three years, they have been able to draw in several diverse actors/actresses from outside communities, which has 
allowed them to expand and better themselves as an arts organization. Micetich now teaches sixth and seventh grade at Coal City Middle School and directs the middle 
school and high school musicals.
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Kelly Rickert 
Goodmantheatre.org

Kelly Rickert is a visual communicator who has divided his time between the world of fine art and the business of graphic design for more than 25 years. As a graphic designer, 
he has worked with a number of high profile clients and small businesses in print, environmental, interactive and broadcast mediums. Formerly a creative director at Torque 
and founder of a virtual agency called Concrete Cloud, Rickert has been the creative director for Goodman Theatre, one of Chicago’s oldest and most respected cultural 
institutions, for the past 10 years. He has been a guest lecturer at The School of The Art Institute where he has provided portfolio reviews for graduating students and has 
taught classes in web design and information architecture. As a fine artist, his paintings have been shown in juried exhibitions throughout Chicago and his work is part of 
permanent collections locally and abroad.

Isabelle Rizo 
TheBellaVie.com 

Isabelle Rizo is a blogger by day and self-publishing zinester by night - when not studying holistic health or working on a DIY project. She encourages women to live their own 
beautiful lives at her blog TheBellaVie.com. She helps women through courses, books, and consulting on travel hacking, entrepreneurship and DIY Living.  She has worked as 
an English teacher in China, a production assistant at PBS, a celebritechie coordinator for Radmatter and a nerdfighter gathering organizer for Chicago.

Jeffrey Ross 
jeffreyworks.com

Jeffrey Ross is a commercial photographer in the Chicagoland area and was the Professional Small Business of the Year Award winner for 2012 in Naperville. He specializes 
in corporate and advertising projects and often travels to every corner of the country for assignments. He approaches corporate advertisements with the same enthusiasm 
he has for personal narrative projects. Whether it’s the years he spent documenting farm life and agricultural subjects for one of his clients or the work he did to capture the 
end of the Space Shuttle program for The Last Shuttle project, getting to the heart of the story is always his goal. Ross’ images can be found in magazines, advertisements, 
books and personal collections. Some of his clients include the Smithsonian Museum, Accenture, Calamos Investments, Navistar, DePaul University, US Bank, Kennedy 
Space Center and Bader-Rutter.

Elizabeth Russell
erklaw.com

Elizabeth T. Russell helps businesses protect their most important assets by providing thoughtful, thorough counsel in the fields of copyright, trademark and Internet law. She 
also maintains a vibrant arts and entertainment practice. Russell is a frequent author and speaker. In both capacities she enjoys taking complicated issues and explaining 
them in understandable terms for nonlawyers. She is the author of the newly released “Arts Law Conversations: A Surprisingly Readable Guide for Arts Entrepreneurs.” She 
has an undergraduate degree in music, is admitted to practice law in the states of New York, Connecticut and Wisconsin and is remarkably fluent in plain English.

Melissa Sallée
Melissa Sallée—a classically trained ballerina who studied with Maria Tallchief, Ballet Chicago and Sherry Moray—is the assistant director of Dance Detour, an integrated, 
professional dance company based in Chicago, and former artistic director of the pre-professional Élan Dance Company. Sallée also works with ReinventAbility using 
movement to benefit newly disabled veterans at Hines VA and those with severe physical disabilities at Illinois Center for Rehabilitation & Education. Sallée has worked 
full time as an artist since she was 15 years old. Beyond teaching and performing, Sallée is a fierce and loyal advocate who works with the Congressional Arts Caucus as 
an Illinois delegate as well as having served on state and municipal task forces to improve universal access, disability rights and access to the arts. She serves as a board 
member for the Self Employment in the Arts National Conference and is thrilled to be gathering with such innovative and driven artists to consider the endless possibilities 
of arts entrepreneurship.

Carin Silkaitis
carinsilkaitis.com

Carin Silkaitis is a busy working actor/director/acting coach/photographer. Recent Chicago credits include: Doctor Manor in “Sons of the Prophet” (American Theatre 
Company), Queen Margaret in “Richard III” (Oak Park Festival Theatre) and Izzy in “Rabbit Hole” (u/s Goodman Theatre). Her favorite regional credits includes: “Love 
Letters,” “Dangerous Liaisons” and “A Comedy of Errors.” This spring, she will be understudying (and performing) Dean Wreen in “Seven Homeless Mammoths Wander New 
England” (Theatre Wit). Silkaitis received her M.F.A. in acting from the Theatre Conservatory at Roosevelt University and she is the department chair of art and theatre at 
North Central College. This summer, she will be directing “The Ballad of Baby Doe” for Music By The Lake, where she previously directed “La Traviata,” “Madame Butterfly,” 
and “La Boheme.” She is also a Chicagoland photographer whose works can be viewed on her website. Silkaitis is the artistic director of The Other Theatre Company, a new 
collective of artists telling stories about “othered” populations and their allies, and is proud to be represented by Paonessa Talent in Chicago.

Chef John Reed CEC®, CCA®, ACE
Customizedculinarysolutions.com

A passion for the industry and a load of culinary experience led ACF Professional Chef John Reed CEC®, CCA®, ACE to start Customized Culinary Solutions. He has rocked 
the culinary world for nearly 30 years, having studied and cooked locally, nationally and internationally, and has racked up an impressive amount of knowledge and skill that 
he likes to share with others. Chef John kicked off his career with an associate’s degree in culinary arts from Johnson & Wales University followed by a bachelors of science 
degree in hotel, restaurant and travel administration from University of Massachusetts. Shortly after, Chef John spent time working in Massachusetts, Florida, England 
and Switzerland before settling in Chicago. Among his many qualifications, Chef John was ACF Chef of the Year in 2007, ACF National Chef Professionalism 2010 and has 
since been decorated as a culinary competitor. In his past, Chef John has worked for companies like Food for Thought, Four Seasons, Swissotels, Boston Market, Taylor and 
Lactalis. Now the man reserves his expertise for clients looking to grow and optimize their own businesses.
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John J. Thompson 
33andathird.net

John J. Thompson (JJT) has been involved in the music industry for more than 25 years. In 1989, at age 19, he founded True Tunes Etc, in Wheaton Illinois. True Tunes became 
“ground zero” for the emerging underground of faith-fueled modern music, eventually launching an internationally distributed magazine (True Tunes News) a mail-order 
company and a concert venue (Upstairs @ True Tunes). After leaving the True Tunes staff in 2000, Thompson accepted the position marketing coordinator for Cornerstone 
Festival. Along the way he also built a solid reputation as a music critic and feature writer for many publications, including CCM Magazine, HM Magazine, Christianity Today 
and Christian Musician. Thompson has been the director of creative and copyright development for EMI CMG Publishing since early 2007 where he oversees A&R, film and 
TV promotions, print music, artist development, lyric licensing and archives. He is a regular contributor of music and film reviews for www.ThinkChristian.net and is a regular 
speaker at colleges, churches and festivals on behalf of Compassion International. Although still a Chicagoan at heart, Thompson is proud to call East Nashville, TN, home.

Gary Vaughan 
guidentbusinesssolutions.com

Gary Vaughan has a passion for helping business owners through his consulting firm where he specializes in financial sustainability and growth. He serves on several civic 
committees and nonprofit boards. He has also been a judge for the Wisconsin Governor’s Business Plan Contest for the past several years. He is a lecturer of economics/
entrepreneurship at Lawrence University where he is a Coleman Foundation Fellow.

Mike Veny 
mikeveny.com
MusicLessonBusiness.com
FastDrumSkills.com

Mike Veny is a drummer, entrepreneur, speaker, consultant and has been able to parlay his love of music and of drumming, in particular, into multiple successful career paths 
and charitable endeavors. He is founder and owner of FastDrumSkills.com, MusicLessonBusiness.com and SupportMusicEducation.Com. His entrepreneurial leadership and 
people skills have made him an in-demand speaker and consultant to some of the top businesses in the world. As for charitable endeavors, Veny is on the board of directors 
for the Fender Music Foundation and is a member of the NAMM Foundation’s Support.

Matt Talbott
earthanalog.com

Former RCA recording artist and guitarist/singer for Champaign’s almost-famous/somewhat legendary band Hum, Matt Talbott is owner/operator of Earth Analog recording 
studio and its affiliated Earth Analog Records label. His diversity of experiences in songwriting, recording (both as an engineer and as a performer), touring and small 
business ownership inform his teaching at Millikin University, where he is an instructor in music business and a Coleman Faculty Fellow in Entrepreneurship. His latest 
venture involves the reimagining and repurposing of underutilized commercial property in nearby rural Tolono, Illinois, as a hub of arts-related activities and businesses.

JC Steinbruner
chicagoartistsresource.org

JC Steinbrunner is the editor and content manager of Chicago Artists’ Resource (CAR) and Chicago Artists Coalition (CAC). Before managing content for CAR, Steinbrunner 
worked for more than 12 years as a creative director, designer and market strategist in the fashion and lifestyle industries with a focus on e-commerce. Steinbrunner is a 
practicing painter and also runs The Salon Series, an artist project that merges visual and culinary experiences to promote the contemplation and craft of new work.

Katie Sowa
c-e-o.org 
katiesowa .com

Katie Sowa is the director of operations for the Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ Organization (CEO) and a cofounder of PitchJam. She has worked in and with many startups and 
small businesses, including her role as a financial and HR manager for a $6 million online electronic refurbishing startup, as well as a consultant and research assistant for 
a technology commercialization incubation center. In addition to her work with entrepreneurship, she is a choreographer and dance teacher. Sowa received her M.B.A. from 
DePaul University and her bachelor’s degree in entrepreneurship from Bradley University.
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Andrew Young 
andrewyoungart.com

Born in Mt. Kisco, New York, in 1962, Andrew Young studied biology and art history at UC Berkely, where in 1987 he received a B.A. His interest in science furthered his 
affinity for natural history, philosophy and art, which eventually brought him to the School of the Art Institute of Chicago where in 1989 he earned an M.F.A in painting 
and drawing. In 2006, he received an invitation to join an expedition to Antarctica to study the wildlife and document studies of the earthquakes and ice movement in the 
region. A continued fascination with the human relationship to the natural world led to the 2012 publication of a book on Illinois fossils discovered through coal mining. This 
culimanted last year in a curated exhibition on the subject and a solo painting show with the Chicago Academy of Sciences. Young’s work is represented by several galleries 
and has been featured in numerous national and international exhibitions.

Emily Weber 
yorkvilleperformingarts.com

Emily Weber’s vision to start a complete arts center is an extension of her passion for dance and her love of music. She has the unique ability to teach all ages and styles 
of dance. She considers this a gift and loves to teach students and adults who want to learn and enjoy this art of expression. Weber has 29 years dance experience with 
14 years teaching and choreography. She received her B.A. in dance performance and education from Point Park University in Pittsburgh. She was the assistant director at 
a two-location dance studio for nine of the last 14 years. Most recently, she was accepted into the affiliate program, More Than Just Great Dancing, setting the highest of 
standards to promote a positive atmosphere in the world of arts. It is her mission to give back to the community in which she and her family are a part of and help impact the 
families of Kendall County. Weber serves in several areas of her church Community Christian Church, is married to her husband Brian Weber who founded the arts center 
with her, and is a mom of four!

Ping Wu 
pingwudesignstudio.com

Ping Wu, an Italian/French-trained fashion designer, American trained physical therapist and self-taught entrepreneur, graduated from Istituto Marangoni, Milan, Italy. 
She interned with Italian designer Luisa Beccaria in Milan and the pioneering duo-designer brand BLESS in Paris. She was chosen to be one of eight Chinese designers 
to participate in the Qi Pai Cup Costume Creation Contest during Beijing’s International Fashion Week freshly after her fashion training in Europe. Her accessory designs 
impressed a French contest judge and French salon director; consequently, she has been invited to Premiere Classe (the biggest fashion trade show in Europe) in Paris twice 
in 2007 and 2013. She launched her company in 2007. In 2009, she was a semi-finalist in Ecco Domani National Design Competition and the only native Chinese designer 
contestant for the American TV show “Project Runway” season 7. Her works have been chosen by all top five juried art craft shows in America, eg. Philadelphia Museum of 
Art, Smithsonian Craft Show, American Craft Exposition, ACC Baltimore etc, and entered some of the best known museum stores in America, e.g., Museum Of Contemporary 
Art, Chicago, Guggenheim Museum, Institute of Contemporary Art in Boston, etc. She was chosen to produce her first mass production order for the largest buyer in the 
world, QVC USA, in 2012 and 2013.

Lou Yoelin 
louisyoelin.com

Lou Yoelin is a songwriter/composer/producer who’s had his music in more than 100 TV shows and movies, including “How I Met Your Mother,” “Criminal Minds,” “Days Of 
Our Lives,” “Keeping Up With The Kardashians,” “Workaholics,” “American Reunion” and many more. He co-owns music publishing company Fat Sound Music, which has 
provided music for TV shows “Storage Hunters,” “Alaska Gold Diggers,” “Container Wars” and more. He has taught at UCLA, Pasadena City College, Elmhurst College and 
DePaul University. He holds a B.A. from Columbia College Chicago and an M.A. from UCLA in music composition.

La’ren Vernea
ccdtheater.org

La’ren Vernea is a recent graduate of Southern Illinois University –Carbondale and has a B.A. in theater. As an undergraduate, she was the inaugural intern for the Alexander 
Lane Internship for the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute, serving a full semester in Springfield, IL, with the Illinois General Assembly .While there she worked with state 
legislators, the Black caucus and the House Democratic communications staff. After graduation, she became an apprentice with Congo Square Theatre Company where she 
specializes in development, production and education. She’s an active actor/singer and can been seen on the stages of ETA Creative Arts Foundation and MPACCT Theatre 
in Chicago. She is the founder and executive director of Cape Coast Dreams Theater Company ( CCDT) . CCDT was born at the SEA Conference in 2013 when Vernea was the 
first-place winner of the $1,000 Business Pitch Competition. She is currently the foundations and government relations associate at Steppenwolf Theatre Company. She is a 
firm believer in keeping God first and striving for excellence.

Ed Walker
Millikin University

Ed Walker is an associate professor of art at Millikin University and the director of the Birks Museum (a decorative arts museum on the campus at Millikin University). He has 
been a professional fine art and antiques appraiser accredited with the International Society of Appraisers since 1998 and specializes in institutional and estate appraisals. 
He brings to the profession a broad background in research, professional scholarship and years of experience in the fine art and antiques field. He has extensive experience 
working with fine art restoration, fine art auctions and fine art appraisals.
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SAVE The Date!

North Central College
Ashley Bartel
Ellen Deberge
Mary Dettman
Adelaide Dieckmeyer
Gary Ernst
Jim Godo
Troy Hammond
Brian Hanlon
John Madormo
Eileen McBrien
Emanuel Pavlopoulos
Michelle Porcellino
Carin Silkaitis
Ted Slowik

The Coleman Foundation
Rosa Berardi
Trevor Davies
Michael Hennessy
John Hughes
Clark McCain

The John E. & Jeanne T. Hughes 
Foundation

Jon Hennessy
John Hughes

Volunteers
Samantha Anderson
Linda Dugovic
Melanie Feerst
Michael Luchies
Cody Rogers
Luke Rogers
Steve Rogers
Katie Sowa
Maggie Wuts

Hilton–Lisle
Bonnie Buckley
Michelle Graff

Art Competition
Millikin University

Sharon Alpi
Andy Heise

Improv Room
Beloit College

Voodoo Barbie
Drum Circle

Mike Veny
Dance Instruction

Katie Sowa
Create Room

Blick Art Materials
Bags

University of St. Francis
Elizabeth Laken

Business Plan Pitch Competition
Judges

Bret Bonnet
Stacey Earnest
Gary Ernst
Michael Luchies
Gary Vaughan
Michael Wenger

Sponsored in part by
Illinois State University Means 

Center for Entrepreneurial Studies
Guident Business Solutions
Ace Metal
Quality Logo Products

Sponsors
The Coleman Foundation
Illinois Arts Council
John E. and Jeanne T. Hughes 

Charitable Foundation
Gary Ernst
Millikin University
Beloit College

Illinois State University - Means 
Center for Entrepreneurial Studies

North Central College
Guident Business Solutions
Russell Law
Ace Metal Refinishers, Inc.
Ed Hoy’s International
Quality Logo Products
Osio-Brown Editions, Ltd.
The Entrepreneurial Spark
University of St. Francis

Donors
Lynn Anderson
Greg Bizzaro
Blick Art Materials
Janet Bloch
Bret Bonet
Matt Boresi
Catherine Borzym
Chicago Artists Coalition
Rose Colella
Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ 

Organization
Jeffrey P. Fisher, Fisher Creative 

Group
Paula Frasz
Adam Grabowski
Samantha Jones
Bill Kizorek
Paul Klein
Sheryl Kosovski
Tim Hays
Matt Hennessy
Elaine Luther
John Madormo
David Marlett
John McDavitt, McDavitt  

Design Studio
Jack Micetich
Minuteman Press

Brian Morello
Dave Neelsen
Michael Neelsen
Warren Palmer
Greta Pope
Chef John Reed
Amy Rogers
Jeffrey Ross
Elizabeth Russell
Melissa Sallee
Carin Silkaitis
Matt Talbott
Gary Vaughan
Mike Veny
Emily Weber
Michael Wenger
Ping Wu
Andrew Young

Food Donations
Kernel’s Gourmet Popcorn and More
Matt’s Cookies/Cookie Specialties, 

Inc.
Mullen’s Bar and Grill - Lisle, IL

Exhibitors
Seth Braun
Rose Colella, Lola Bard Productions
Collegiate Entrepreneurs’ 

Organization (CEO)
Chicago Artists’ Coalition (CAC)
Janet Bloch
Second Act Connection - Tim Nelson, 

Career Coach
Mike Veny
Greta Pope
Elizabeth Russell
Matt Talbott, Earth Analog
David Cutler, The Savvy Musician
Osio-Brown Editions, Ltd.
The Entrepreneurial Spark
Carriage House Press

selfemploymentinthearts.com

The SEA Conference would not be possible without the support of our sponsors, board members and donors. Their guidance and 
financial support have helped create this great educational and networking opportunity. 

Thank You
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John E. and Jeanne T. Hughes Charitable Foundation

The Coleman Foundation Board of Directors
From left: John Hughes, R. Michael Furlong, Daniel 
Wanzenberg, Trevor Davies, Michael Hennessy and 
James H. JonesIn appreciation for 14 years of support...

These programs are also partially 
supported by a grant from the Illinois Arts 

Council, a state agency.

Thank You for supporting the arts
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